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ADVERTISEMEjffT TO THE THIRD EDITION. ' 

Holding it to be an indisputable truth that every communitj is more orless interested in the reputatkm 6f 
every inoividual member tnereof, and more particularly, that all questions affecting the character and vera- 
city of high official agents must be of vital con&ernm^t to the whole country, I could not hesitate a moment 
in making thjs publication, both for the iniormltion of this District, of which I am an humble constituent, and 
for that of the country at large, by which Gsneral Jackson has been so signally honored Moreover, I 
maintain that, as the reputation of distinguished functionaries has always been jusUy viewed as public prop 
erty of the most sacred character, any act of self-debasement on their part shoua^ decidedly arouse public 
indignation and grief, for such diserace and ibrfeiture of its confidence, as a wanton and unfounded attack 
upon them from any quarter should be severely reproved «nd punished, Ne vertheless, the humblest citizen 
rnay not, frcmi a just veneration for those eminent fneh in gen8ral,'da8tardly submit to be trampled under foot 
by a recreant from their I'inks, ratlier than hazard the enierprijfe of his full exposure to the roerheU reproof of 
that Public which had theretofore but too liberally cherished and honored his name; on the contrary, it is 
equally the unalienable birthright and ttie- conventional duty of the most insignifitant niember of the com- 
monwealih to stand up in his own defence, and shed around the moral influence of perhaps too rare an ex- 
ample, b^ resisting the unjust assaults of even tlie most highly-favored of hisfellt^w-citizens; nor is it less the 
duty of his immediate community and of the country at la^e to hear and adjudge the grieVajices of which he 
complains. 

No man ever held the fame of Andrew Jackson at a higher value than did the undersigned, at a time 
when the public prints and every tongue were rife with the praises of hismilitaiy achi^rements— when hi» 
conciliatory republican professions of poliiicaVtolei^itron, and ihe extermination ef the. mouBier patty spirits 
were lauded by many of the best patriots of the land, as the results of a just and enlightened policy ; or, wheu 
his pro.nisee to bring back the ship of state to its ancient tact, and to renew the strict dtscipline and ^inlple 
economy of its crew by the operations of a salutary, reform, were sincerely believed in by muWttides of his 
deluded countiymcn. But, when I found myself numbered among the many dupes of those professions and 
promises wnr«acemcd^when I found myself and bthere treated with bad faith by General JackSon, in the 
suppression of a statement of information vre were virtually comTWiSsaoncd to njaKe,auxilianr to the purposes 
of that promised reform— and finally perceived that all those flatteringprcrfessions and joyful hopes were witli- 
ered up by the most selfish passions that contaiminate the human breadl^ fostered by party intoWrance and 
persecution^ which commits robbery, and by part^ favoritism and corruption^ whicli distributes " the spoils,"" 
both regardless of the good of the public servic«, 1 determined to dissolve all coijnpaion with this new jaco- 
bin sect, and to vindicate myself from the imputations unjustly throv?n upon me on account of the error of 
ray then position, into which I will fearlessly'say, and pr6ve,"lhal I was entrapped by the fyir promises of 
action for the public good. Having made some..progress in thft performance of this task,'Troni motives of 
ptlblic duty and personal justijlcation, at great inconvenience and expense, I have beeil assailed«bv the foul- 
est calumnies, wnich were probably intended to withdraw my attehlhtn frcfm ray publicaljpnSf and discredit 
them if peraisted in, or, pqssibly, t(» drive me back-intty the ranks of that jacobin faction I proposed to er*- 
pose. A whipped cur may creep back into his former kernel, from a fear of further flagellation, or from sk 
hope of the favors basel v awarded to a fawning executive pet^' but they^who ileal out these vile motives have 
never had.reason to believe tln.t either fear or temptation can operate upon .me. To resist and expose this 
unholy alliance of a reckless faction of jacobins arid gambling politicians, a's well as to defend my personai 
character against the defamation which it is their tsade to practise, I no\Y declare myself a volunteer for and 
during the war. , . " 

It was in part from the various considerations above recited, and others which will appear in the sdquel, 
that I resolved to make this publication ; which, being too voluminous for a newspaper communication, 1 wa* 
compelled to thrttw into the pamphlet f )rm or abandon it altogether. To 'this latter a;Uernative I could nor 
be reconciled, even by the obstacle of inconvenient expense ; for, however mortifying it is to be visited will* 
calumny, and to grapple witli it under any circumstanoes, it would ba an ijafimtely greater evil quietly to let 
it remain for a single day without repelling it. Had Tthe pecuniary ability, therefore, not only for the per- 
sonal interest involved to myself, my friends, and a<rqtiaintance, but for that of the whole community, in re- 
lation to the aflTiant, I would most gladly place a copy of this exposition in the hands of every citizen of this 
vast republic, sorely aggrieved as it has been in many respects by a misplaced confidence in the same iter- 
sonage, who has so far'compromitted the dignity of his late official .stations, to becomethe calumniator of aa 
humble citizen. 

I cannot, then, easily believe that the Public will prove to be indifferent spectators on this affair from a 
raistakerf supposition that it is " purely personcU," which it surely is not ; for, by so doing, may they not justly 
be cohsidereU as giving countenance and immunity to Executive abuses and oppression, which no man, prob- 
ably, could dare to resist hereafter, at the certain consequence of having his reputation destroyed by corrupt 
Executive calumny, whose refutation shall pass unheeded ! 

I might, then, forebode that, if this be no^ thef^st instance of such a resistance and exposure,*/ toiUaweiy be 
THE LAST, upon the same principle that governed the officers in the customs at New York, and in the Treas- 
ury Department here, who carefully concealed the defalcations of Swart wout, under the various pretences 
that it was not their duty to reveal or expose them ; that their duty was to the collector and not to the United 
States, &c.; but in fact because they were slaves to their own cupidity, or to their bread, to their fears, or to 
their fc>lse notions of prudence and caution ! Stu^ is the prostration to -which the spirit tyf subordinate 
officers has been reduced by the iron will and domination o/ Andrew Jackson ! ! May 1 die under ten 
thousand tortures before the insidious doubt should ever insinuate itself into my breast whether I too woulti 
not resign myself a victim to such a policy 1 , 

ROBERT MAYO- 




TO THE PUBLIC. 



More than nine years ago .(that is, early in December, 1830} I addressed to General 
Jackson, then President of the United %tatee, a letter, (see Appencjik A;) **to be used in 
any way he might deem proper,*' giving him a- detailed statement- of General Houston's 
plans of organizing an expedition against the Mexican province of Tetas, accompanied 
with a copy of hjs scheme of secret cryptographical correspondence, and referring to wit- 



In the fall of 1836, that original letter and cipher weie handed to me bt thb Phebi- 
bekt's messei^oeb, in the routine of sundry other documents of mine returned to me 
thorough the same messenger, in pursuance, as I had every reason to suppose, of a stand- 
ing request from bie to ]^|ajor Donelson, the private secretary of the President, to have all 
my comigunications, letters, &c., hunted up* 'and returned to me, as soon as convenient, 
after all contemplated action had upon ibem— excepting any that might he retained- by ike 
President, of course. See ifote [a.] in the Supplement. ^ 

Such was the purport of my request ^ which was niade^fin consequence of the inability 
of the private secretary to lay his hands upon such documents, in frequent instances, when 
called for by me in person; and, as an evidence tliat it was so understood by Major Don- 
filson, I did receive at my lodgings many returns of documents in that way by the hands 
of the same messenger, which I now have in my possession, but are too voluminous to ex- 
hibit here, though they shall make their appearance in another publication. 

Thtfre was also a request and a promise to the same effect in behaif ,of a friend, then ia 
Virginia, for the return of bis (documents, whose letters to me will not only establish the 
iact, but show that more than twelve months elapsed before his papeis were found ; and I 
believe it was the practice of G^^al Jackson, or his private secretary, to return all com^ 
munications with ^e. evidences of action endorsed upon them, or accompanying them, 
when there waa^no reason assigned for withholding them; and,, more particularly about 
the close of his administration, I havereason to believe this practice was very general, and 
that probably the letter returned to B/Ir. Van Buren . about that time, wherein the writer 
had urged on the President his objections to the appointment of Samuel Swartwout as col- 
lector of the customs at New .York, is an eminent instance. The Richmond Enquirer is 
the organ through which the public was .informed qf the restoration of that letter : perhaps 

« ; 1 t_J : . -;^ ■ 

* This function of htuUii^ up documents and- letiers called for was certainly someUmes intrusted to the 
Preflident's meflsenger, as I occasionally understood frdm Major Donelson himself, when he would promise 
me to have such as he could not readily lay hands on for me searched for by4he messenger and sent to me. 
And I believe many other persons are acquainted with'the fact, or at least are of the imprrssion, that the 
President's messenger was the principal conservator of his files. [Such is the case, fn some degree, with 
messengers in several of the Departments.] Whether he dischargetf that function faithfully, fell snort of, or 
exceeded his duty, the President and his pnvatesecretary ought to be the best judges. Whenever he brought 
a package to me, 1 questioned not the authority by which he brought it ; and as they were in every instance 
my own, accompanied only wiUi the President's action i^n them, whether satisfactory or not to my 
views and wishw, I considered the matter, so far, as final, an^w^s then left to my discretion and choice 
what use I should again make of them ; and, as an evidence' enhis, in some instances I would recommit the 
same document to the President, with a request to reconsider his decision^ which fact can be substantiated 
at a proper time by the documents themselves. I will barely make the suggestion here, that General Jack- 
son, except for the malignant temperament of his mind, would in all probability have supposed that Major 
Donelson, in retumltig me my papers, inadvertently sent the copy also of his letter to Fulton, filed as it was 
- in the same package with my letter on Houston's conspiracy as evidence of his action upon it : or, indeed, 
if it were evidence of satisfactory action, he never would have considered it worth a rush to make a clamor 
about its publication, much less nave made a labored aigument of falsehoods to give color to a most improb- 
able supposition ; which seems rather to suppose that he stands self-condemned as to the hypocritical sub- 
terAige of the letter to Fulton, and is himselr the^u^Aor of the libel on me, as a revenge for the publication 
of that letter, with a pommentary unmasking the duplicity of its object. 



^ h. H. W O* v> 
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the editor of that paper knows Botnething^ more of the practice and policy of returning or 
retaining communications. In addition to these instances, and the mass of such docu- 
ments so returned to me and «ow in my possession, it is probable I shall hereafter be en- 
abled to cite many others,, to the same efiect, as demonstrating the practice. 
« The envelope of this priginal letter, so returned to me, bordlhid endorsation by the Pres- 
ident viz: <*Dr. Mayo-«-on the contemplated invasion of Texafr-^private and confidential*— 
a letter to be written (confidential) to the Secretary of the T. of Arkansas, with -copy of 
confidential letter to Wm. Fulton, Esq., Secretary 'of the T. of Florida.^' Within that 
envelope was my original letter and the cipher abova mentioned, with a single other doc- 
ument on/y, purporting to be a copy of a letter to Mr. Fulton, dated the 10th December, 
1830, showing the action of'tt^e President upon my aforesaid letter ; which copy to Ful- 
ton bore this endorsement, vizf ** (Copy) confidential — Wm. Fulton, Sec. of the T. of 
Florida — private and confidential f" ahd, on the inside, this copy is headed " sTiiicTLr 
co^rFiDBKTiAL". Ffom :these confuted endors^pents on these two documents, (that is, 
on the general envejope, and on the copy of the letter te Pulton,) it was, to my mind, a 
matter of doubt whether any such letter had been sent to the Secretary of Florida^ as there 
was no such Secretary of Florida therd named; and no such letter has, in fact, ever been' 
since alleged to have been.' sent to the Secretary of Florida: and, on the same account, it 
was equally worthy of doubt whether one had ever been sent to the Secretary of Arkansas, 
whose address was not clearly desigiftited ; or, had* such letters been sent, they were prob- 
ably ^falsely directed—otherwise, these endorsements would have been correctly made at 
first, or have been corrected afterwards. It appeared to itie, therefore, upon examining 
this package, not only that it presented a singular confusion, but that it was possibly handed 
Jto me to show the action, whether sham or real, that had been.^ken upon it; there being 
probably no reason longer to keep it secret, as most of the facts had now becon^^ history, 
and upon which there might be no, objection to the injunction oi secrecy being removed; 
or, on the other hand, it seemed quite as probable that the fact of the copy of the letter 
to Fulton being in the. packa^ was inadvertently overlooked. But, under all the cir- 
cumstances, as the case presented itself to my mind, I concluded that, by wljatever mo- 
tives this package was handed to me as the commuTz/ca/or 'of its principal contents to 
the President, they were perfectly immaterial to the course I deemed it proper for me Ut 
pursue in regard to it, since (perceiving the series of covert falsehoods reciprocally embra- 
ced in, and deducible from, both this copy to Fulton and the volume of diplomatic corres- 
pondence between the President of the United States ai^d the ]Vf exicav minister on the 
same subject) I held 'myself bound, by a high paramount obligation to my country and to 
the world, to expose the whole matter, and at the same time to vindicate myself a^nst 
the discredit jndirectly thrown upon my statement of Hoibtoi/s designs by the allegations 
of General Jackson in his letter to Fulton, in which he says: «I am induced to believe, 
and hope, that the information I have received is erroneous ; that no r^ovements have 
been made, nor have any pacts been estabUshed, which would justify the adoption of of- 
ficial proceedings against individuals implicated." I, therefore, unhesitatingly made it 
public in various ways, and exhibited a fac- simile of the said letter in my recent publica- 
tion of "Eight Years in Washington** — which exposure, I now solemnly aver, I would 
have made had it bem the last act of my life / 

In consequence of some or all' of these modes of publication, Messrs. Blair & Rives^ in 
several issues of the Globe newspaper, -chai'ged me, by various modes of expression, with 
YiAvin^ purloined the said copy of General Jackson's letter to Mr. Fulton ; for which out- 
rage I instituted a suit against them, in the circuit cotirt of the District of Columbia, for 
libel. Preparatory to the! rial of this suit at the next November term of the court, the defend- 
ants have caused General Jackson's afpjdatit to be taken in justification of their charge. 
Upon being informed of the existence of that affidavit on record in the clerk's office, at the 
present session of the court I immediately ordered a copy, and, after perusing its extraor- 
dinary-contents, resolved that I would fiot submit to the foul calumny cast upon me a mo- 
ment longer than could pos4bly l>e avoided, but- that I would lay the slanderous document 
immediately before the public in thisforin, with* brief Mialysis and refutation of it, lest any 
man, knowing of its existence, should pass from'this stage of being before I should otherwise 
have it in my power to correct any supposition or belief that it was possible those imputa- 

» The character of " private and conftdentmr' was assumed fior this leuer by Oeoertl Jackson himsflf, 
and for motives beet known to himself, without my requestor knowledge, but ezpreaaly " to be used in any 
way he raigfat deem proper." 
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tions were true ; and also that General Jackson, especially, should have the earliest op- 
portunity, of seeing his • maHgnaitt faUehooda laid hare to the fhorld f , 

I have ample reason to -believe that there exists an abunddnce of facts in the possession 
o^many of the most respectable citizens of this country, which, if they do not prove that 
General Jackson was habitually addicted to the pervefsion of truth, will .at least prove that 
he is unceremonious in the. perpetration of FALSEHpen when' lie thinks it would serve his 
purposes of ambition or maliei better than the fnithl' And J now make a solemn appeal 
to all such persons^ as an act ofjusfic^io the public vri general, and to the cause of truths 
to furnish me with such facts as tkeyt mdy have in their possession, or can refer me to, 
between this time and the trial of the suif'at the next Novemter term of the court. 

The following is the affidivit in answer to' six interrogatories, of which my business 
will be, for tho most part, with the deponent's answer to the sixth. In attempting to show 
how I might have purloined the copy of his letter tO'Tulton, the deponent actually shows, 
upon every rational principle and practice in offieial or social intercourse, how it was 
morally impossible that I could have done the deed ; and in urging, against reason and 
fact, his made up recital and forced inference; he shows himself to be a prejudiced wit- 
KKSs, and^a partial partisan of (he defendants, as will presently he demonstrated to the 
satisfaction of evert intelligbht and impartial pirson. 

INTERROGATORIES. 

tinsc (nterroMotonj.—lild you ever write and send lo Wm. Fulton, Secreiary of the Territory of Arkansas, 
a letter uf which the following is a copyl [See Appendix B. for the letter alluded to.] 

Second itUerrogatory.'^When did you write sucn a letterl 

TJiird interrogatory. —\)\(Si Gov. Fulton acknowledge the receipt of such a letter? 

Pourt1rinterrogatory.—\i\^ you take" a copy of the letter when you wrote it, and what did you do with il? 

Fifth interrogatory.— li\^ you ever give or deliver a copy of the letter you wrote Governor Fulton to Mr. 
Robert Mayo? 

Sixth interrogatory.— \Vh^ eventually bepame of the copy? and, if jrou please, state whatever else you 
may know respecting the above leiteri and how It came into the possession of Robert Mayo. 

Interrogatory to be emsweredhy A. J, DonelsOni Esq. ; . 

Read the first of the interro^fatories contained in the paper now hatded to yo\i, to which is annealed the 
copy of a letter addreosed by Gen. Andrew ihckson, late President of the United States, to Wm. Fulton, Esq., 
d&ted Washington, December 10, 1830; and slate whether you have any recollection of the original of that 
letter, and whether you havo any knowledge of the manner in which it came into the possession of Robert 
]\Jayo, 01 Washington city) • *. 

Ths deposition 6f Gen. Andrew Jackson, late President of the United States, in the case of Robert Mayo 

t?#. F. P. Blair and J. C. Rives-, for libel, now pending in ilie Circuit Court of the District of Columbia for 

Washington county, Washington city, District of Columbia, who,J9eing duly sworn, deposelh and saith that 

he resides at the Hftrmita^e, m the county i f Davidson and State of Tennessee, about seven hundred and 

fifty miles from the city of Washington— 

To the first interrogatory he answernh and saith, he did write and send to William Fulton, then Secretary 
of the Ten-itory of Arkansas, a letter, of which the annexed to the interro^tory is a true copy. 

To the second intcrrosratory he aoswereth and saith, that he wrote that letter on the day and at the place .it 
purports to lie written *,"that is to say, at Waslilngton city, Dipcembf r the 10th, 1830. 

To the third interrogatory he an8>vtereth and saith, that Gov. Fulton did acknowledge the rec ipt of that 
letter, and with it made a report of his proceedings in pursuance of the request made in my letter: which let- 
ter and report was plaJded on file, with the copy of my confivlential letter to him of date the lOth of December, 
1830, and deposited in my confidential bureau in my office, from whence U was purloined. 

To the fourtli interrogatory he answereth and saith, fhat he did take a copy of that letter .when he wrote it, 
and placed it in his confidential bureau in his office. 

To the fifth inlBTTogaiory he answereth and saiih, that he never did deliver a copy of that letter he wrote 
lo Governo.' Fulton to Robert Mayo, or to any odier person. 

To the sixth interrogatory he answereth and saith, [11 that the aforesaid letter was purioined from bis of- 
fice, [2] together with the repcMt of Governor Fulton made to him of [3] his investigation of General Houston's 
C4] meditated invAsiou of Texas, [5] which all proved fallacious, as appeared from Governor Fulton's re- 
port, [6] which report was placed with the copy of the confidential letter of the iOth of December, IfflO, in 
my confidential drawer in my office, from whence it was purloined, as he believes, by some one, C7] and he 
believes by Robert Mayo^ the plaintiff in the cause now pending. For this Tielief affiant begs leave to state 



my letxer to Governor Fulton, then Secretary of the Territory of Arkansas, with his [12;] reply and report, Were ' 
deposited. After [13] receiving these conndential letters from Robert Mayp, )he plainttfT, this deponent in- 
formed him that he could [14] not, nor would not, take arty measures against those clerks on his confidential 
ccnnplaints ; that he must furnish deponent with specific [15] charges, to which these clerks would be call- 
ed upon to respond ; that [16] all men were presumed to be innocent until guilt was established ; that [17] 
every man charged with crime, or acts. that would affect his moral character, ought to be heard in his own 
defence; -and that he would [18] not act upon confidential and secret information against any one. The 
plalniiff. Robert Maya, in a few [19] days thereafter prrsented this deponent'with a long [SCn list of charges 
in vrritihg against a great many clerks in the different Departments, which was foithwiui [21] referred to 
the heads ofDepartinenUi to be fully investigated, upon which [221 investi|ntion Robert Mavo failed [93] 
to establish Ym charges made against anyone individual chargiM. Soon I^] after this full [35] invest!- 
gation, Robert Mayo applied [26] to this deponeiit t» withdraw these public charges ; deponent told him he 
GET'] might, as the charges bejne made by bim and not established, would, now being on my publfc files, de» 
stroy [^ him as a man of truth forever; and I referred hkn to my private secretary. Major A J. Donelson, to gtt 
Umd. T&ls d^poaem vrsa Informed [29] by Bob^ft Mayo aod mpjar Donelson that three public charges against 



the clerks were given ap to him. AJew tdO} da^s after the before-mfentionedoccurrencf , the plaintjfT, Koh- 



I been 
of the 

TOth of iSecember, l830, toGovernor Fuitoi£ "the drawer being very [32] full, tliis deptment had to take oki 
many [33] papers to find those requested by. Robert Mayo to be returned, and lay them on bis table, beside 
[34] which Robert Mayo was sitittig. . 3?hJs deponent having found the two letters, [381 relumed them to 
Robert Mayo, and told him for the .ruture never to make charges against any one that ne could not estab- 
lish. During [36J this search, deponent beliiBves, Kobefft May© seeing [37] this letter marked *• strictly con- 
fidential," purloined [38] it, as it never could be found, aUhough dlligwit search had y)een made for it through 
all this deponent's papers, and in tbe,Secretary of Slate and War DepartmeniSy at the time the ex-President , 
John Q. Aaams, in Congress, made th^ call upon the Sccfetarj of State for this correspondence ; nor was this 

letter ever heard of after, until it was rr^" ■ ■"" '^ ^^- '' -nn-.f t?.- = -• r— ,» by Mr. J. Q. Adams 

' in his place as a member. Thisdepone to look into this con- 

fidential drawer but [40] his private se . ■ l : , A i , 1 1 lIu: w J ac L i- r i , jr., when there ; who 

both have staled to this deponent that 1 1 . -\ , ; ^n hvcred ur t ss \ >- ; H] a copy of the said 

letter, marked strictly confidential, dai ^ . 1 1 n^ I * hi.. i .^^0^ a nd ariil k^,'- - d to William Fulton r 

or to any other persons ; and this amanL k nowsi [4:^1^1130 aat who nuuld liavr^ hmi L =' : access to his prVvate 
drawer in his office, or purloined this leLt*=r. but [44 j ftob^n Mayo* ihr pUtutiffr in /.v iv I'i possession this pur- 
loined letter was fbnnd, [46] and acknow killed [1^>} bjf lilm 1^ «ayff handed to <!i x I't i ■dent John Q. Adams, 
who used this said letter, marked "sivi. i ■ v cnjjiiilf tiu*lf^ in his pf.pech in t'oner^ t^m. That this letter was 
purloined by some [47] person, thki dei i- : j d-th vecjW helipve ; and fivni thf \\'h\t]f ^18] circumstances, a» 
set forth and stated, the purloined lette'r r ■ i nn [43] foiwiS In iJn^ p:i«psaion of Rabin Xw. fQ, and marked [60 J 
strictly confidential ; and instead [51] ui httuiiini: ihiB H*tief t<s iM't ftrfiflni, whklh be ■: :] would Ind ought to 
have done had [531 it been handed to hini by any ■ inr- Jip, as it a]jpsar«t handed it ui i h ^x-Piesidont, Adams ,• 
to be used by him m Congress. This df pntnmt finr* [ ^ n N^l kvp i.liai satd \^u r vmh [ ' rlomrd IS^ by Rob 
ert Mayo, Uie plaintiff in this suit 
This deponent not l:>eing further interrogated, sakh not. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

The deposition of A. J. Donelson, late private secretary of Presidtjnt Jackion, who being duly sworn, de 
poseth and saith that he resides in the connty of Dar^idsen and State of Tennessee, about seven hundred antf 
fifty miles from Washington city— . • 

To the intem^tory addressed to him, this deponent answerfetlv and saith, that hs has a clear y ecottectioiy 
of the letter referred to, and of the circumstances under which it was written by the President. The copy of 
the letter sisned by the President, which was forwarded to M*. Fulton, was in the hand-writing of this depo- 
nent, as he Believes ; and this deponent also believes tto-i another duplicate copy was taken to the War De- 
partment by one of the young gentlemen who had charge of the confidential papers of the Secretary of War 
at th^t time. This deponept well rensembers the answer madiR to this letter by Mr. Fulton, which was filed 
C66] with the original letter of the Prilldent. • 

Robert Mayo, the plaintiff in.this cause, was never furnished by depotieht wHh thi« original letter, nor with, 
a copy of it, nor was any other individual : and this deponent l.eing, no further interrogated, saiih not. . 

. ' A. J. DONELS<!)N. 

True copy. * 

Test: \VM. BREN^T,: Clerk. 

Whoever has any acquaintanGe with the mawy gross injuries and annoyances I have 
received from a vile Jacobin Faction here, since I discovered their iiMiidious revolutionary 
designs, and abjured their associations, can form some estimate of the extreme felicita- 
tions that now thriir my bosom at having a o-m apple, as it were, arm to arm and face' 
to face, with the grsjlt tV-RZsPoirsiBLE, to vindicate myself in this new issue thua 
wantonly s»d unexpectedly thrust upon me — as it will, while it enables me to demoliBh> 
the prime source of those grievotis wrongs, necessarily have bo small bearing upon the 
future development and proper understanding of the course I have pursued i» the official 
skirmishes it has been my fortune to encounter with most of the Departments during the 
administration of that notorious personage^ and indirectly with himself, over their shoul- 
ders, since I have been a resident of Washington ; in justification of which J had under- 
taken to publish a book, now progressing at the press, at an expense and loss of time ex- 
tremely inconvenient, amd aggravating to the embarrassments of every kind in which those 
injuries and annoyances have involved me. In the present hasty exposition, therefore,, 
which I feel myselif so unexpectedly called .upon to make, T phall neither have time nor in- 
etination to be very fastidious or select in my expressions, but shall allow them to take the 
spontaneous tone of a fervent indigncUi&n at this outrageous attempt of an ex-President 
' of the United States to sustain a gross libel by raising additional calumnies against me.' 

In the analysis and refutation I now propose to make of the foregoing ipfiditit, I shalf 
endeavor, nevertheless, for the sake of perspicuity, to bring together the material allega- 
tions and inferences of the witness under three several heads or segtioits, according to-, 
their affinities, quoting his words as they apply to the subjects of those several head.«, and 
marking those quotations numerically, for a convenient reference to them, as correspond- 
ingly marked by me in brackets, in the affidavit, viz i 

1. I shall throw into the First Section,^ the cJiarge, or * belief y' of purloining, together 
with the attempt to connect with it a vindication by the deponentrofthe disposal lie made 
of the tistimony he had in his possession^ ofHousijirCs conspiracy, 

2. In the Second Section, I shall more particularly notice the * reasons' of the depo- 
nent for his charge, or * belief,* of purloining^ as they relate to his alleged disposal an4 






9t^urn lo me of JwQ canfidtniial letters, makiitg dmrgts against many tkrhs^ which ht, 
<s&t/8 I hatf. written to him. >. . \ ^ *= 

^ In the Tfifrd •Seefion, 1 shaii notice ihefurih^ reasons, or auxiliaries to the reasorn^ 
of the deponetit'for his ckarge, or * belief ^^ of purloining, as they relate to a list of public 
charges,* iifhich he says I presented to him after he had refused to act upon the secret ones : 
the!\)bject of all which rimbling of the deponent into the field of fiction is, (to cull embel- 
lishments for his scanty, meager, mutilated facts, barely recognisable in their fictitious ar- 
ray) manifestly to argue or beguile the couRTi the JtiRT, and the public, (with the im- 
posing assistance of his inflated name,) into the Alesrnn ** belief" that one who could act 
♦he infamous part he hsts falsely imputed to me, would have purloin^ the copy of his letter 
to Fulton ?<;t<Aof// t^ortufttty^ » .*. 



letters 

sending,"— « together [2] tdth the report of (Jdvernor Fulton niade'io him cTf [3] his tnrcs/i^oiion of General 
Houaion's [4] meditated invasion oiT^1tM—{h^ which all proved /o^/aaows, as appeared from Governor 
Fulton'arepert"—" which [6] report," {elsewhere called, in the affidavit, a "reply [12] and report,"] he 
says, "^was placed witii the copy of tlie confidpntiai lelter of tl»e 10th December, 1&^ in ray confidential 
"<lrawer in my office." •' • ^ > 

■ The public will presently perceive, from a" comparison of the deponent's own statements, 
(if feis* testimony maybe pleaded in refutation" of himself,) how impossible it was *that the 
aforesaiil [1] copy' of his letter to Fulton could have be§n purloined at ail ; and how frivo- 
lous- ai'e ihe grounds of his * belief [7] that I purloin^ it, even were it possible that the 
deed could have been done by any one. [6.] Passing anyminute examination of these points, 
then, for the present, till they come up with their connectives in the next section, I shall 
only advert hem to the contrast between ^is hardy assertion of General Jackson towards 
me, and the anore manly course of Mr. Monroe towards Mr. Lowiie, in regard to the cele- 
brated No-party letter of 'General Jackson in" 3N^ovember, 1816, to Mr. Monroe, and Mr. 
Monroe's an sw^er, which was 1n Mr. Lowrie's possession in February, 1824. In the cor- 
respondence between General J«Lckson and Mr. Monroe on that subject, in 1 824, which I 
have before luc, (including the correspondence of 1816,) .«s published in the National In- 
telligencqr in May, 1824, General Jackson say-s, in hie letter to Mr. Monroe of the 22d 
February, **If you kiww the date of your letter to me, that Mr. Lowrie is possessed of , I 
will thank yoa to advise rh«." In Mr. Monroe's answer to General Jackson, of the same 
date, he says, *«I have no knowleclge of the date of the letter to which Mr. Lowrie refers, 
nor can I imagine in what manner any letter of mine to you,' or other friend, should have 
gotten intf) the possession of any one.^ Again, he «ays, ** I have no recollection of gi\ing 
any copy of nty view^'on the subject to any one. The copy in question, if correct, must 
have been resorled to for unfriendly purposes, and in breach of confidence, and has proh- 
ably beeB purloined." Again" ^'Iffny cosfidence given ^t the time referred to has beoii 
in any manner abused, or the letter been purloined, that is an incident vvhich must dis- 
honor the party guilty of such acts. " A greed, if it were so ,♦ but Mr. Monroe does not even 
intimate *a belief^ that Mr. Lowrie purloined that letter, (nor did he;) much less go into 
elaborate fabrications — or an enumeration of trt^ and false facts artfully mixed up, to give 
a colorkig: \o such an inference^' Let it here.be noted, however, that I do not lay much 
emphasis upon the correctness of the above extracts, as it is well known that the original 
letters referred to underwent considerable mutilations (I am credibly informed siivty in 
number) by General Jackson's accredited and confidential agent in their publication. Major 
Ealton, who furnished the Philadelphia Observer with one copy of this mutilated corres- 
pondence, and the National Intelligencer with another copy, each materially differing from 
th« other, and both varying from tl^ originals; thus falsified, of course, with General Jack- 
•son's ai^robation, and with the intention of imposing upon the public. But boUi those 
inutilated copies -making their appearance on the same day in the Philadelphia and Wash- 
ington papers^ their discrepancies were not noticed by the hutilatobb before it was too 
late to fofce them to agree, nor before General Armstrong rfm/ww/rfl/ee? with General Jack- 
9on upon «n exceptionable passage he saw in \fm Philadelphia copy, which first met his 
eye, aad which General Jackson denied, because that passage did not appear in the Wash- 
ington oepiy which he examined in the Intelligencer. 

The deponent is not conteiA with declaring his belief that I purloined the copy of his 
confidential letter to Pulton, but charges me with the like depredation upon *«the report 
[2] of Governor Fiiaton," '* which report," [6} (eJsewheie called in his aflidavit "reply 
and report,*" [8]) he declares, as a reason for his belief, *"* was placid with the copy of his 
eonfidential letter of the 1 0th December, 1830, in his confidential drawer, in his office." 
This is ihejirst of the multipHcity of circumstances^ artfully devised and dovetailed to- 



. gethefi in order to give some plausiliiliiy to the- moat improbable an<l morally imp(PB»ihU 
supposition, first, that tiie copy of his letter to Fulton was purloined; thcn;'that the report 
of ^Fulton was purloined, together with that copy, b^eauae they w«re filed* together; and' 
that I purloined them both, because the xopy of the letter io Fulton is in my possesaftn, 
as subsequently stated [45] in the affidavit. . Everybody k^ows the fallacies to wliich ill'' 
constructed syllogisms are incident. Let .it suffice for the present to say, that there vjas 
not any such document as a reply or report of any sort in company with the copy of the 
letter to Fulton, when the package that contained that copy waft handed to me by the 
President's messenger — the mode, as I fi^ve .frequently said/ by which that copy can^e 
into my possession ; nor have I ever seen either reply or report, as separate documents or 
a common document ;fior have I ever had s(ny satisfactory reason toiielieve, if that report 
or reply ever existed, that it was nutdeojiti. received iv 0OOD faith to the two countries 
whose interest and honor were at stake'! Had such a report ev^r come inio my hands, and 
that in the abovementioned {xickagc, as did'the copy of the Jeticr addressed to v WilKam 
Fulton, Esq., Secretary of the T. of Floiida,^' (not Arkansas,) I should prohably have* 
seen further evidence to confirm my exposition in a former publication^t demonstrating 
the hypocriticaUExecutive connivance at the. Cbnspiiacy'of Houston,, for which that secret 
correspondence, sham or real, was evidently intended to perform the double alternative 
offices, to scBESir and to dent. • 

But what ** investigation" [3] could Mr. Fulton or any other person have made 'of a 
matter *< strictly confidential,'' seeing that he could not exhibit his authority to make tfucb 
investigation? Even in a matter of ordinary misdemeanor, so rigid an ii^uncticn oi' 
secrecy would have been ain insuperable obstacle to any investigation* How impracticabk^^ 
then, must he have found it, among parties'who were bound together by an dAi*H of secrecy 
andjidelity, in an enterprise o/tbeason 1 Is it not, in fact, a perfect burlesque upon terms, 
to say that this mere Secretary of a Territory (^ which the President mi£toi)k for Florida in-^ 
stead of Arkansas) made an investigation under such circumstances 1 But, ^suppose Ful- 
ton did hazard a formal excajpuiory report, without the moral or physical possibility of 
having made the investigation alleged, as the district attorneys afterwaixls did /rau(2t//67i//y 
exculpate well knoum offenders, when this and other modes of manifesting Uie Executive 
bias, and giving a lead to pubhc sentiment in favor of this enterprise tlin)ughout the West, 
had emboldened them to do so in the face of the nniversdily' known Atct ^f'lhilitary prepa- 
rations progressing before their eyes, for that enterprise-^were' not the' then transpiring 
and subsequent facts that were urged upon General Jaclfson from all quaUers, sulhcicnt ta 
have demanded from him (were he disposed to do his duty) a general proclamation, or at 
least a more general and unrestricted inquiry than that sham measure which was locked up 
in Mr. Fulton's breast 1 purely, yes would be the universal answer; for the pubhc hav 
too fresh a recollection of the rdterated proclamations of the present' executive incumbent, 
arising probably from a different estimate of the parties injured, ia the parallel case ef the 
Canada frontier, resulting in prosecutions, condenmationF, and punishment of the of- 
fenders ; and they cannot have forgotten that in the case of Burr, Mr. Jefirrson sent a 
bona fid: agent of observation through the West, untrammelled with absolute secrecy ^ 
whose object was generally known ; who waa empowered not only to investigate freely, 
bat to dissuade ; and therefore was efficient — and that Mr. Jefferson not only issued proc- 
lamation, but made repeated communications to Congress on the subject. But here I 
might well have asked, in the first place, what *< meditated [4] invasion" wae this, which 
the deponent so slighdy alluded to hut once ? Was it that of which I gave him a most 
circumstantial statement in 1830, from Houston's own disclosures, and in which i referred 
to seveial witnesses? none of which circumstances dots he deign to mention in his affi- 
davit, much less docs it nnywhere appear that he ever called upon a single one of those 
witnesses, or even^upon Houston himself, who was several times, pending- the execution of 
that enterpriEe, on visits to his distinguished patron and friend, the deponent ! How, 
then, can he- with truth pronouilce in his affidavit that this '* meditated mvasion JlLL 
fhoyei) FAtLACious," [6] when in fact .he had, ite I believe, studiously avoided every 
proper mode of ijauiing it to be investigated 1 Why did he not ako give a brief statement, 
from his wonderful memory, of the contents of that' report ? I have no doubt he%ouk( 
have done so, did it ever exist, and he had suppeeed it would be as saHsfactwy to the 
jyublic as he pronounces t/ was to him / Indeed, it aurpaaseth my comprehension that 
even General Jackson should have the hardihood new to say, in the face of history, thai 
the statement of Houston'^ enterprise, made too on the testimony of several credible wit* 
neases, was 11,1^ proved FALLAciotrs b^ the report of a singte individuid, so circumstanceJI 
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thai it;\gp^ impMsible for bim to have made a competent investigation, and which report^ 
he had never thpu^ht proper to refer to in any manner before, not even in thoEe times 
when he waa so straightened in his correspondence with the Mexican Minister for *• rea- 
sons'^ to justify or to excuse his obdurate increduUty in tha natters set forth. I might i^ell 
retort upon him here, as also at the conclusion of this, my refutation of his affidavit, and 
say that such a declaration is sufficient, alone, ** to destroy him as a man of truth and 
Mil eerily forever hereafter," mk tuat ko^v wAi't: to ttji uotji; ! 

Up 'I'ho defxnitnt goes on tu s$,y^" For thin 1*1 icf [ikm R-iben Ma j-o niLrUiiued the i opy of his Lniifidpntiri I 
lt*Uer lo ri3linii/ici^ethf?r wlili ifiti 1*111. Tt^ of astitl I'ljiiPiij] ftriiaiU bcs^ imve m isUle his £8] retiskjiitj u» w i' ^ 
Thf? pUiiLijiT, KolicTt IVIayiK." says hcp " had wriUfm hiin two L^J confidi niW ku^rs, uuikin^ sE^icHii cJjar- 
ges «Euf iin iniuiy clrrkfl iu liiis dittert-DL B^jmRJiictilB ai Waehiiiieloii--- ''TliMecnnfiileiiiiallft'tprs/'savsi br, 
** wf re [luj f.ilae«d iis luy cnnfideulial drawet-j in 11 ly office jWhnr^ [11] ilirtofy of my leuf ri.i GovrrnotFul- 
tun. tli^'jt btcrptEiry tf the T^rriiory ol Arkuti&as^ wiih hts roply U-J i^'i*^ "'| *t, ivxtf: dcixt^titd.^' Fiinlifr 
en lir> snya^ '* This deponent funhrr sUtrp.lbal no [W\p^s&7i IPC* jw'j-^JftV^fd to /o^i* luici ihis t*vrJdtlULfil 
drawer LuL £-10) his privaie s*H;mary, Andn^w J. DDDelSfrn^ and Amiic w JacknQnJr.,'' who*^ Lxih kivpsusipd 
I'-' ilius deponent ihai ihf y, urHthf'r\.f tbiiii, ijtver deJI vtn d or i^ctvf [^1] a cony ifth^ tanJ If ii^r iiiiirkri! 
I'siHi'tly cflu(]i:lpnt]a|.*datfi] tin? li>tli iltty ci Ik^cembtt, l&lOj Find cLildritacd to WilliHiii lultotts [lo llobt ri- 
Alwjn^ La i?nht,ab1y meant tn yjy,J of ifk any diher peiBon ^ tind this? sslRsni )eii:iiw& £4'J] < f no tuiy v,htv cmili] 
^''ive-lmd [la] accfss to.hiii jiriiraep drawer hi hiHifficPuPr ptirluinr^ti this Imi^ribut [til Kolj+n Bfhiyo, Iiti 
'tvhoBe jxisCMiL^ii iliia piEiluiiir^d kiier Wis rounds [15] and aL.ie it' iwkd^ed 1.46] bj \mn iivhu^i? hundtd in rx- 
l.'reai^efit John Q. Atlaiitfl." 

" Aft^^r [liJ] ^ ceivinf! itiFae o^'Ufidcnlial iPllets from Rol>prl Mpiyn,'" flSjfthPj " ihia di j^ [leiit infmmjd hiiu 
ihiU hft totdd lioi, [H] nor lirmt/d nvij titke Kiiy EneasurEd figaiii^nt. i in m ■ r If^rlie on hia t<iiitidBiDli3| coitjplit lit? ; 
. thai ho lut'St fiimisii defKHieni iv-lth [lo] spetlfic char^ei^ to whkh Un.^n chrUs viuul^i he calU-d tupim m I'f"- 
iS[K»tid > iJiai [ioj nil men were prcmiincd to Ijk Inmic'eiil ujilil giulT wjis r^iatlifhtd; dint [17] every mtm 
churcpit wlih criijie, nr acts thaL wduld nfltcl hie iiioml charHCt^r, C'UL'hf tn tpp iienrd iri hisuKin tit fence ; aitd 
that lie irou/d [131 ?fof aci upo]i coufgclemtal or serrct Infuntinlitjii ^hlsijum luiv one." A^inj to this njulk'r, 
he sixya: *' A fi^w <lriij-s [oOJ after the biifore-nientiontd orewrrffurt, TrilliKltn*! lo a ficiHinrs occurreare dr- 



viaed Niiii bruuLrlu in l-rf^tneeii the allt^i^t'd rereption and re/wm *>i (FnHf fli-iitiiuss UttHrn: which ffiliflcatBd 
ckcturrence will i>E? diti'ii.-^sed tn tb** np-iii atcTtoMT] the plaJnilfTt Kobert IMaym, ajijUfd [^1] 10 Lhis dt^pyui'iit 
l'> rf-iurti 10 him histwn cnriidenliiit Jeitfru, comuiniiiE: chEtzves afraiiiai ewAE-nd r]f rk^.'- '■ The»E lei lei V lifr 



i.'> rf-iurti lolnninjAtWit cmJidenliLil leitera, comuinniE: ctiEtzves spieiliiAL sexE-nii rjf ri;^. ■■ iflewe letieia," iin 
rr-pf file, " as brfni^ recltrdT C I'^J hiid I efn j lacsd in ilire confide n 1 i^l bwftayt wl^ere^ [It] ^viia al§Q [lepra (tfd 

■' " " ^^ ' - iai l«l«-of the lOth J}r(.rmller, l^io Go *^ - ^ « •-- > — ^ --^ r«^ -r,.iP ;, 

a i!E?poiwnt liiut lotakE^ oiJL Hfuwy f33} jMiif 
^lurn+'d, and iay t[n?iii vn tlio lablo beeidr [34] wliuii KoUrrt. Mayo waujiitlinp. Thia dermneni," he izontia- 



Kf^ roiirtdential l^^oC the lOth UTf.rmtieri 1^0* to Goyemor FnltiitiH lliP drawer tjeEiig tbtu [SZjj^uii^'^ 

f [23} jraiicrs ui fsitd lliose rrtivrsled hv RubETi May 



ys hf, *' ihia 1! Exponent liiut lotakE^ oijl ntiinrj [33) jrajicrs u^ find lliose rEXiVE-sled Lv RiibETi Mayo 10 lie tv ■ 

!, and iay xXwwx tm tlio lablo beaidr [34] wliuii KoUrrt. Mayo waujiitlinp. Thia dermneni," he izontia- 

tiEivin;! i.iundthe two Wtere, [35] returned them to Kuljen.'ftlaTii,aiidtj!ild him never in luake chargrt 
iii:'iirLat any onp thai hf? coEild m>t Rfllali:li«ili. Hurintr [315] ihis Keartli," flu^s hp, "drponpni |->f4ievrs Bfhen 
^Imyw^seetng [3i?] tlijfl leLtnr EEiiirkcd ' mkicilv contidsntoe./ [jurloJned it, kb k nc^crcoiild b,v. founds" 4.c, 

[ should think it i^oukl srem pas&ing strange lo the mmdji of meet min, how niinDle 
tioncral -kick^oii professei^ tu l::r; in his roooJ lection of the inoet eircumsUintial detail^?, aJltr 
ii lajstic of many yciiTp, aud I hat, looj without a document tti n^iiist his uiediorii'^ \ while I 
cmift^sH thalj with n tolembly retentive memory of ray own, I ijbould yet Ic « liltlij at u lf>fia 
lo ri^riiUftt with accuracy some of the circumstoricca of quitft an adverse r^tule of the factti, 
ivilhout the aid cf the masaaf docuraentB 1 havi^^ in my potsespsion, lo rijfrcsh ond confiriu 
tiiv fecoHcciion of them. Williout thoeo doeumcnt^Sj and in the abRsince oi my dail^ ^ mjvr - 
iMit kMowi.KtjrrHj Jur (ftviTfil y€iirs pa^f, of General Jacksion^b lxjohtv^ate ruiBLK, I 
kLouM, pcthjip!^, Ik- aliuost induced to doubt the validity of niy own rccollcctionti in <Miuira- 
dieliaii uf :rucli h tiadtit^ of peremplory as&everations he has woven into ihifl afTidaviL 

It liaid been seen how [>oi*itiv<*|y he a^i^erts Uiat the copy of his letter to Funon w^a 
[ilaeed, with rultoii'n rt^ply and report, irr'ty^ confidential drawer, (that isi **fik"d" [5 ft] 
xvith it, y;s Mnijor DonelriotE ej:|jriiissefi it,) and tliat tlie copy of the letter, togeiher wilh the re- 
p»irt, wer^- boih purli>ined, as he believed, by Robert Mayo; and now v^e see, he '* further 
fsiatiiB ihjd Ml [391 pirj^ou v^aa permitted to look into thi« confidential drl^wer hut [401 hi« 
jjrivati^ KCi- Clary, Aiidntv J. Doneltjon, and Andrew Jittkiron, jr."' Vet, ag^in, in aiioLher 
place, he say^ <• aii4 this afiiaiit [42] knows of no ose who couJd have had [43] Accxss.to 
this confideDlial drawer in his^Aice^ of purloined tly^ letter, but [44] Robert Mayo." Now, 
every sane and ingenuous mind nust be at a loss to conceive how I -could have had acceAt 
to this confidential drawer, whrii no one was penniiiedJo %ok into it hut , the two pers>«|ut 
mentioned ! What, then, can anyone imagine, was the nature 0/ the access, pretended to 
be set up for me, in the face of this unqualified interdiction 1 It will he in-vain to attempt 
to make it out from his afiSdavit, if it be not in that part of it where he fabricates a tale of 
his making, ** a [36] search" in this drawer, in my presence, ^for certain alleged ' two con- 
fidential [9] letters* of mine, to retui:n them to me, whije he would have mc to he sitting 
beside the table on which, his confidential drawer where they were deposited being very 
full, he had to lay many papers ,) and says, that *< during this search, deponent believes 
Robert Mayo, seeing [37] this letter [meaning his letter to Fulton] marked * stbictlt co?r- 
FiDEVTiAL,' purloined it," &c. Now, passing by the question of fact, as to two confidential 
letters, for due considcrttion in its proper routine, let it be here supposeil that such a table 
scene ever did exist; I would then ask every ma^ who has any acquainta]\ce with the tiyns- 
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tions of business at a desk or table, while another is sitting by, what kind of aceein it is> 

^ whereby that other could purloin his papers hefdv^^ fojcty or would d*e hazard such an 
^nlerpriBc ! Doc$ not thfi Biipposition hoar ailBurS^ in eTcry aap(^rt of it \ ^tWhat would 
not be tht; &t:U(? of daily inaecurify of the documents in the pubiit^ ofllicea generallyj and of 
^\'^ry man'e private pajsersj in ihe transaction of buainesa with out fel low -citizens 1 In- 
ficed, suck a far-felc/ied supposUmn, to dandk a string of falsehoods and absurd reason- 
ing upO!!, could hardly hnve been hazarded to tantaliic the verieatilupps in the world with- 
hJ, not tfveii hy General Jack^i>n himBelfj had he not atrcady Ij^en emboldened (by the oft- 
repeated &>id wonderful instHnccs of public infatuation^ in sustaining hie outrageous acts 
and declRTfltions on more important (jccaBionSj) to dare ?ay or do any tMng that his 
wm bit ion or malignity might piompE him to, lunvevi^r absurd the one^ or luiirous ihe other 
to his country^fi weal I Such a !*uppoeition u suftVeif nl at on<;e to chaUenge and to defy 
both the audacity of a plckpockctj and the tkill of the moEt rouBumuiaU: adept in the jug- 
;5ler^[g art I Nay, it ij* too pre|H3stEroiis to enlist the cicduUty even of tlic [JTOselytes of the 
^teW Ju4:obin !icho&l o( moi^l depravity spntng uj" under bis roimiPTiN^if PAXBOKAqE, 
much letm of nny one decent chiyjpti who h^iB a p€rik>nBL respite l for that sacred renup^i^'vof 
the bankrupt American ^lock, of honor and good faith^ national and individual^ Mi^i 

• which tho Jacki^oii i-iia hsia jjliyed sucii wild and d^Estrnctiie havoc! 

It may bo wot tlj while here to ent*r into a liLlic calculation, from which I ai>{jrehend a 
Inogt Ctmcluiive argumonL afif H4siirf/w?/t must follow. The deponent ssyB, that alter 're- 
ceiving theso con fide mi id Ecttcr^ from me, he told me he tvvald ntd take measures against 
those clerke upon my scctt^t complainlis^ that I must fumiah him with ejiecijhrcharges • tha^ 
** in a few days Ihtreaffer I prcjjente^l him wUh a long li>;t of charge?*, in writing, -against a 
ijrflal many cli/rkwiii thrdlflVient UeparttoentSj'' which, he nays, ^^were/ftW/j/yi^/t referred to 
the heads of departments to bo iiiUy investigated i " and that ** soon alter thi^fullinvestiga-* 
Tion, I applied to withdraw Iheisc public idiargea." And again, that ** a lew day's after thatoc- 

. (I'urTetifXJi I retjne*»icd liitu to return rne the two confidential letter*?, whit h lie had placed in 
hia confidential dftjpmer, wijere the copy ol his letter to Mr, Fujton, together with Fulton's 
i«ply and report, had been deposited; and that, in Ipoking into his drawer for those two 
letters, **he had to take out numy papers, and JNj^t^em on the table beside which I was 

. sitting," [which, of cqjji|%,8upposes that these lelfcers had already gotten nearly to the bot- 
tom of tl*^ mass of hl^ (Ciimdential papers.] He also says that 1, seeing the letter to Ful- 
ton marked' *strictly confidential,' purloined it; [and, of course, that letter was among those 
taken out, and necessarily was nearer the top of the tQass than these two confidential let- 
ters of recent date. 3 Now I shall not trouble tbtf reader with any comment upon the ab- 
. surdity of so much work being alleged to have been ' done in" rapid succession ** in a few 
days" — for that is the substitute the deponent makes for all dates, months,* And years that 
'llad.been transpiring; but I will call his attention to the absurdity of representing those 
t^q letters said to be of rec|^t date, as being already covered over by a mess of other con- 
fi'dentiajpiJocuments, among which the letter to Fulton (which was probably several years 
nld, Jiccording to the date of the private secretary's letter in behalf of the President to Mr. 
DeKratft, which probably fixes the year Genftsn Jackson would be speaking of) was nearer 
to the to:pof the drawer. It is not for me to conjecture how such extraordinary circum- 
vstfeinces could have happened ; it was inciHnbent*on the witness to explain them, since he 
relies upon this table scene alone to show hotv I might have done v^rhat he labors so hard to 
induce others to beUeve. If he had really taken pains to file his papers at all'm classes, as 
he pretends tohavefijed Fulton'erreplj^witlf the original* w|)y could he not have laid handa 
on those of recent date, without tumbling his papers, pell-mell, old and new, on the tabic, 
to find those ©f recent date at thfijbottom 1 B ut, when he alleged that 1 8aw this letter marked 
• (■31T]'*^ strictly confidential,* ana therefore purloined it before his face, he overreached himself, 
in ^the malignity of his zeal to convict me of a disgraceful'act, by the assertion of what he 
' 'cotddnot know — based, too, upon what did nol const; for, in the first place, who will not 
perceive that this statement discredits itself, when he considers how impossible it is that 
the aflSant could know that I saw this letter was marked * strictly confidential ;* when, 
too, hejis not even.certaia it was among those he had laid on the table ? And yet what will 
«^very one sa(y of the audacity of this device, when, in the next place, they are informed 
that the letter in fact is not so marked on the outside, but is so headed within the folds of 
it ! But even were it so marked externally, and I did see it so markedj, yet might I not ask, 
what motive could I have had io^ select that letter fi'om a mass of others similarly marked, 
«o doubt, as we are told they were all of the same confidential character? For could I, ex- 
icept by some preternatural gift of intuition, have be«n able to pitch upon that particular 
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}6tler, of the txisience or \^e^fmtent& of whkli, according to General JackBon^s own shotr- 
ing, I could haHtr had no^ previous knowledge?— nOlr did the endorsement upon it in^ 
timatc any interest that I could poifebly have in — ^it being address^S^jbji&Iliam Fulton^ 
Bsq., Secretary of the T. of Florida/ whom I knew not, and ^^^^^^kHp^ fact, no Buch 
person ! And yet, to borrow a little more ^loring of |iTiiii iliiirfjrwBy miillii i fiction 
or two of his mind, " 
nant with virtual 1 

*intl iKat ! ;irkri,ijiwira|s^<?d, [^iDj mivinu: naiia*^ti Jt to .>ir. .^^anins, u-t]crpar> tiirrii wag muUicv 
Jiiidi^i^ nor nr/ttiowiG^gingj in the ecnsc at templed li> U^ communicalrd Uy the use nin\ re- 
itrtaiion [49] of thoet; scandplizing tftmis, as they art; commonly undoratood under such 
circumElancce* On the contrary, I had raadp it a voUirilary and ppecinl act of my own to 
rxhibir thft copy lo fieveral gentlemen ehortly after receiving it, btforc I phowcd it lo Mr. 
Adams, whom I authorized to make any use of it that he sbould think properi iiifunning 
hinj tliat I intended Ijo publish a fac siifiih of it, and therefore could not let tt s^o out 
of my pngflession, hut furnielied him i^'ilh a copy* Now, where is the Jinding and Ihc 
iif-knawltdging^ as if by conipuleton, or process of cross-examination, or any other pro- 
re fig than my ow n vohiriLary act, oJ free choice and ijelf-adviaemenf ! Ay^ it was my prid<^ 
to hold faat to itj and to proclaLn it to (he worlJ^ hud it been the Insi act of my life — m an 
ifuli^pntabh evidence of a Pr&,nd$fif^ of fhf: Uniicd Stti/ra descending frotu the high r^ 
^pmisihiUtlts of his lofi// sfaliofi tnplaj^ aecond Jlddtr. ht it cojispiraior cti^aitijfl thep^ncr 
and fernioriGi inlf.gr it f/ of a n€ighhun7ig^ fritrMlifi skkr republic; mi* king himseli 
pai'iicsps triminls \n the1iy8teni:itJti treajfoii of n sworn hand nflandpiraiesfr in the cow- 
nrdhf art of despoiling thedomuiUA of a ivtakfr PofintTj rent and bowed down wflh intemn^ 
frouifkif, while the miraica of i hat lawlciw bfliid, wiio unwittingly followed their example on 
a more powerful front ier^ were (upon ih^i i^ami^i coiunrdftf principle ^ which servrd in tlieplare' 
*^ryj^*?fea)*iDt merely left to their fate, hut proswjtiteu aid punished, not as a sacrifice to the 
Lipirit i^f eguul Justirf. in behalf of the shorn lamb, but as a propitiation to the God of WeiTf 
thai i^ave u weak and time-.serviitig ExeauUvc ajfrlghf in [he emblem of a rampant lion ! {^A 
It was fur this ej;j5oa'wre that I have given oflence to the imnmcuhfe parh/ . that if the 
^rievtidl^e which the deponent, his apologists, and his coUeaeuip have againfit mc^not Qiat 
lht!\ liclicve T ever did or could have perpetrated the deed imputed; aTi[l I doubt not Gene- 
rul Jtckf) m would have gone tht ' length Lo say he aaw jije take it, if I hat would nut havt; 
impugned the idea of purloin in.';; but, thmuk God, I am too well f^rliiicd fjr him or his con - 
fedoratCH to succeed m their unhallowed conspiracy agiiinst niej OTto cufw their ownijhamc' 
liv stirrh a clamor. Indeed^ I need not say to any diijccrning* mind I hat the entire drift 
r>r the studied nnd rf'iteralod scandalizing phraseology of the whole alHdavit ijb> iously iy 
to flrfiime " the plaintiff in thp suit.J^ U would also be tiuperfluouH for me ta declarej a^ f 
nrn rthcli.rihsnlnmiil)' do, that I have no rccsdlection of being present at aay time whfttev»?r 
whyji ii^^ncral Jai k^ivn whs exaiftning his rrmlidential Ijureau, or that lie had such, unlciw 
thert; he tin e^jceptiun to thisj*!n H particular ,i net ane**^ whtri he invited me tn hifi chamber to 
e.Viimiijc ccjtain drnniment:4(whioh he tookfrsm a large itunk, not a bureau or tabic dfaweO 
m n hnion to his invaeiim of the Spanish tcrritnrv of Fbrtifa during Mr. Monroc'fi sidmijv 
Utr.ttioEs, and wliich examination I was invited to make, with the view toefiiahHeh achargr 
i>t falsehood hc^illrgcd a^aiuiit Mr* Monroe ; but having taken no^tepsin the matter^ mv^elfT 
Etftcr e;vamijiin|f iho documents exhibited to me by Ci^ucfat Jack^aii, I was ai;1oni?bfd Im 
|ierrt*[ve that the iainc tiling was attcmpiad some tinio atjcrwiitds, by a communication 
from .Samuel Gu in, Ei^q., the [jfiejon^l and intiipate friend of Goneral Jackbon* which 
conmunication uiis published m the Richmond j^nquircr, shortly efter Gvvin had Irft a 
derki^hip lu the Poit Office D*ipartmcnt bere^ lo offitiale in a more lucri^livc ftppoinlmtnt 
in th(,^ ha^kd Ofhcc. as regisiter or lec river in Mississippi. Tho aspmtietj of the original 
H*!sign %ve:f much mil jgfl led, however, in that communicaton^ as to the positive iudui; 
^lons of faJsL'hood ; bwt it bore all the i>iher internal i:vider>ces Oi its origin in the indiec- 
twn^ of the tlion tenant of tlic President"!- matjsi™. J waive any patticular notice here, 
•^f ihr palpable discrrpancieft or incongruities between fho depnrienVsdeelaraiioTi of 'belief' 
Jhat I purloined thr L'opy of lufi letter u^ Fulton, together wiih Fuhon'? report, the Rubsfe- 
'lucnt coupling nt a tE^ply of Fulton with th(> reports and his afiervTardH, ihrotighout t^je 
affidavjr, , h > ^inuij^ the purbiumg a« biuig confined to the rupy of the Icttti; lo Ful 
ton, by ever afterwards speaking of it ^'/ig/y. . ' 

It Baa been seen that, in order to find me in hit) mind's eye,^and to depict me in his 
affidavit, as being present beside the table while he was making this search in his confi- 
dential drawer, the deponent states that "the plaintiff, Robert Mayo, had written him two 
[9] confidential letters, making serious charges against many clerks employed by the Gov- 
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ernmont iu \|^hington, in its various departments; that tl^se letters were [10] placed 
in his confidential drawer in hia ofiice, wheve' the confidential letter to Governor Fulton, 
then Secretary of Arkansas, with his reply'[12] and repclft, were deposited." He then says, 
that "after [18]di^ivitig these confidential letters from Robert Mayc^ the plaintifl', this 
deponent inforraedjpi^ that he could [14] not^ nor would not, take any measures against' 
'those clerks on hi^tSori/ldeniial complaints / that he must furnish deponent with specific 
[15] charges, to which these clerks would be called upon to respond" — alleging ** that all 
[16] men are presunnSf to be innocent until guilt is established ;" ** that every [17] mm 
charged witlt crime, or acta lliat would aflfef t hia niord chafficlcr, ou^lil to he heard in hi^ 
own defence; and timt Uq ttfrmtd [IS] na£ act upon confiJontiaJ and m&ei information 
against any out?/* He al.'^o say^ tlia^, '*a few [30] Jays afier'^ a certain alleged occurrcni^c 
priiaejitly to be noled, "iho plainliffj Robert Msiyo, npplicd [31] tohiTtv ^^nd requcslcd thai 
he, deponent, would Tetinn to him his two eon (id fin thi J UsttcrsJ^ " Tbe&u letters,'^ tiays he, 
•* ^s before recited, [lOj had beta placed in thfi confidential hurtau, where (1 1] wns alijo de- 
posited the copy of the coiifidenlial letter of the 10th December, 1S30, Ut Grovernor Ful- 
ton." He cotitiiiUEJs; ''the drawer beings very \j\2] full^ this deponent had lo take out ?^icwy 
[3^1] papers to lintl ihoHC requealcid by Robert Mayo to be returtuxl to him, and luy tlicm 
on the table beside [34] which lifltn^ft Mayo wa» sitting j" and adds, "this iteponcnt 
having fbund the two lettcrii, [-15] returned ihem to Robei't Mayo, iind told bim for ilic 
future never to make charge* ag^tinst any one that he could nSeslEiblish;" and, fiiiall>, 
wo are en-^blod to appreciate the object of this smooth tale, when he says, ** during [3G] 
Ihifi search, deponent beUeyee Robert Mayo, *iEiEi,YR [37] thi» letter marked ^ strict li/ 
cott^dentialj* purloined it/* dtc. Now, taking m their order these allegations so artfully 
devi:!3ed and ^ruug togeLbcr, 1 solemnly aver that Inciter wmie General Jackson a unitfi- 
dentiallefier, in ani^ aipacitt/, in my life — ^noither an expressed, nor so implied ; but aUvayii ^ 
expressed, or imphed from their pu/port, to he disposed of us ht shoidd think pr&per. I 
have many reason j?' again^it the doctnns of secrect/^ fi gainst the Incahiailon of secrecy t *ihI 
never took an oaik of secrecy on axty account. These mysterious devices I view in no 
bettor light than cloaks and giiarfls to conceal and protect conspirators and bandits in the c.^^- 
cution of tlieir lawlesii and pr^alory dt^signs ; and £ go the extent to eay thdt l h.ive.flhyayr^ 
been ct p radical anti-m(£^on with rtigarJ to my own actsj that from principle I ohhur 
stcreci^ jti tny own aJTair:i, and have an utter aversion to be charf^cd with the burden nf 
tccrecy in iho altJi's uf others, when it can be avoided; and I lnjld tljat a co.vFiujiNTi.iL 
coMMPXicATiON" upon tfiicial business (except in peculiar relations) is particularly ob- 
jectionable, as paralyzing the fireedom of emcient action upon the matter communicated. 
Common sense would say that a' discretion should, from the necessity of the case, be 
always granted tathe officer or agen^ on such occasions.* If I could ever have a motive 
that would be sufficient to overcome. my repugnance tifiecreci/, it ought to have operated 
on me in the case of my communicatioiir to the Presid'ehty^etailinjg the plans of Houston's 
enterprise against the Mexican dominions. 1 knew Houstoni^as the intimate and cher- 
ished friend of General Jackson, l«5ng before {he election pf the latter as President of the 
United States: that he had been upon the most gracious terms ^ith the President, during 



* 8^crfciiy \s that ilark ppterijiia claak which is iiidisporiBable lo lliB accumplisliiiifin uf alt [lie wictei? 
pU^ts wbertjwidi tndi^ hiuiiliif tir ci.imbiiiiiUnt\!i urm^n ]i\fi:^\ip. and Utrmfint ilieir unwary f>'llifWl>f-in^3. Wtiat- 
evf»rbe tlie al'iiatlance of iheir uifier rpH^irces, th^ir lawless i^ntetprjfic^ must iievertli^^lfs* faili ^vuHout thia 
imuea^tmbliti iTifiHilR thr.»wii dver ilif Uixirar.ory of iheir pfPjjftraLionM. It km bRen tb<^ tbM meariti i*f tU© 
fluccessiva df^riciiiui of wiifjkiMj m blag fri^ni comparati ^^ely »»mJl caust-s, minur&tl, riuiijii'l, and Ki\>wn 
f rrniidiable in ifie il^ns t4 ibo c^lnHiilrfUUirzJ. To gn tiu furtljw Lack lUin ihe liirie -rt-nnt) OfiMTHl JacUson 
becamn; Lhe clan«lf'Stin[| nnjnihiee (HActrjn Burr fbFtho t'r*'«idency, vfhh lIip ciH3ii*^r.iti:iin .linj^isiiiii' as^ocia- 
litiiis, Wfl nriY S'lfrflv pr-,-njiiuj:itia ihe ^ucct>fi3df that (nirtfui* Ut be Uif? origin at the wMl«\iEirpiiit niin that Eia» 
since ccjn^e o'vlt x.\ua touiitrv-j vlewptl m f^vfiiy ftflpFfCtoJ" lior imral, p1'>"S't^iiTt aiirl piUiECJil ilrtr^rjnrfiii-iti itnd 
f-tllftn cundiUaal WKm wui hp inmi (:bpL^ftGi^■ir^al.^'^ r>f tin-: i!i.rk purp-ie^ uf ihi^ injin, iliitn tluit Jr^.tEsniilon 
of hid to Mr. ButhaHiti, upm tjeiln laktMl \s-h'i,n] Im wjulil bring fll»uL hin i" t.nisiiLNt" hw Hiil.UnL ^ultisers 
in Ihe e veil L of hi:! eletiUiu by the^HoHSe of IlCF»ri3fienUi|iv'e0 in 1^23, wbFn bp, in hm Littrr lanr^ itf flf^n-uttci- 
ation Btid [TrT^''3fT s3.hU " if h& th.mrhi a hair of his hmfl knpw his into EiLii4Ti,i, Jip wnill pluut ii fjiit !'• Had 
11, ihen i*r aficr^virds hrten genemMy known whom he vf-nM sa^rcl a4 his asjt tchiwa luvl Al]vi!;r•rs^ Ki^^U &nd 
iowJ^i ucliipvip^ ihf^ vadoua il€"hia'^nioniij of ihe jiuljlji:- service nnfl jinHiiina] cls^irLLcLpr, wn\\\t[ ^ny nian 
d.ire euiHrtJiin thn t^flisf or wisli ihm h^shnuld t^ver br ftU'cietl rtrtitlfni of ilir UiiiieJ i^.nirs, ^>anlr.ularly 
if he couhl hAtf! Lnkpn inio di&"ftCCOnni the di'edlB wKit^h ho rejorvH.I fur Lh-i" dBtiletnoni of tits sf rond ntnn ? 
Bni, kivinEj j^mdunlly spri^nd corrupli^^n far and wiIPt by ihe Jibntpp uf liia pxecuiivp |iaimnai;e, he. haa 
brought f>ti'tlia[ rktrk era in the hisU>ry ttf his df^vo-ted ciinniryj.na[ij whi^n a LM.insiJF?r[ilile rn^narity yf ilieni. 

Set heedless nf the drsLnirikon In prf [-Kiraiiiiti for ihemr havo aL |a«L loliirBied ihp diciation L5fa succeaa*vr at 
ii liiinilH: wlifi R]n:t niLailliLLiiiu '■ii«llv riromifl-d to do him hun.ir ihsrefor, by fLiUowing the fx^iaiepri of his 

iliniiT • -■ -■ • ■ ' =•'■ ■' ■ ■ ■ ■ •" ' ihf^ioTil of hi^ diCLftVions in hia nomtnil retirenif?!!!. [ can 

Lull B.1V, i.ji. I ,-,;.. ......■,..,.:.....-•■■■:■- JackB':^n draiiia, ih" m'^ro asn t inclinfd I'Tvtirw jtcRKCY 

AND iwTRioUE as counns-germcm u> diplomatic LYwa 
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his visit here in the winter of 1829-'30, and had been invited, as he (Houston) informed 
me, to take his lodgings at the President's house, which "he declined for the sake of ap- 
pearances. " From these, and a variety of other circumstances, (among which General 
Jackson^s former agency in the conspiracy of Burr, revived by Houston, is not the least,) 
I had ample reason to believe that this same General Jackson was already cognisant of this 
acheme of Houston. I therefare may safi?ly say, with out the imp ut a lion of vain boosting, 
now, when f have ^o fuUy proved my d«'fiance of unjUEt ftuirering in a thousand shapes 
rather tliun be rocr^ant lo the principlf^s of my whole i'ifi't that I toak great hazard tipou 
myself of betni^ tomahawked at sii^ht by Houston, who was a demi-savsige by a J option j 
and of iiif urriiig General iackson's di^ipleiifiure, while I was, and had been for more than 
eighteen month'*, la almost daily expectation of an.olTicial appointment — when, aa soon 
AS I had oilier corroborate^ evidence to BUEtain me, be^i Jes the detailed qvowdJsj of Hous- 
ton, I communicateo the whole to the President — in the hope to check-male ihb vrould-be 
King of Texas, and connreract General Jackson's colluaionj if it existed, by inierfjosing 
the high and sacred obligation.^ of hia official station \ but it happens that that was a very 
small impediment to the wilfulness of the gbeat lanESPDNBiaix f With this Tiew, 
however, that commmncation wag fearleasly made, and accompanied with the express 
authority in the first sentence of it, ** /y if used in ajty way your ejceelieucj/ may deem 
proper.^* I will not, here, go into the purticulan to show that General Jaekson did not 
make suf li use of that communication as his high official reapun-ibility called on him to 
do— that he did not call upon the witnesses I referred him to — that he did not promptly 
admonish the district attorney s, and other legal agents throughout the West and other 
scenes of preparation, 'Of their duty in reporting and suppressing those incipient move- 
ments — that his call opon Mr* Fullon (the more Secretary of a Territory, and whoso 
brother I ani informed was a recruiting officer of Houston,) was not made in good faith as 
an efficient measure^ but aa a sharft^ a blLnd^ to give to the conspiracy his connivmittj and 
to the communication respecting it an unceremonious, or rather a disingenuous dismissal/ 
to which purposes the unofficial character of his letter, with the rigid injunction " strictly 
confidential'^ were to he subservient — and that his e:xcuse in said letter, for not addreeaing 
it to the Governor instead of the Secretary of the Territory, to wit, "that the Governor 
is understood to he now in Kentucky," was a sheer assumption to render more opaque the 
thin ?eil be was throwing oyer the transaction, as the Governor was not in Kentucky, but 
was at his past in Arkansas^ Not need I tarry here to fthow that the negations of Mr. Pul- 
ton's individual report (if in tact he ever made one) could not have been Eatisfactory under all 
the circuTLiistanrps ; and if it were eo considered at ihetin:>ej there were ample reason*, under 
thenotoriau^ military preparations that Hhortly ensued through the West, why the President 
should have mnde intordictive proclamation, upon those developments accruing, confirma- 
tory of the details I had communicated to him; much lefi» will I here descant upon the 
direct and wanton di^Jcrt'diF he throws upon that communication, in his tsec ret letter to 
Fulton, and tluit loo without "investigation," *«full and fair," of which he makes such 
vain boastbii^ in another part of his affidavit, on another subject, but without thcth! 
Proceedij'^, tben^ lo the next fiction in tins romance of this political mountebank, visr, : 
«<thttt thcsp i^iutidential letters were placed in his confidential drawer," it will be Gufficient 
for me to ask tht! common sense of every man, what motive could General Jack«on have^ 
in the ordinary course of * secret and confidential' comniunicationa, for placing thes^e lettfra 
(did they <'Kist) in liis confidential exeeuiivo bureau ] Would he not have naturally returned 
them to me, ^vith his promjit/orMiyiM, (nt the lime he thus dii^claimed action upon them,) 
ai being of no Viihic t(» hini 1 For what purpoae could he have retained them, after informinif 
me perensptorily that he tn^ild not nor ivoufd nat take any measures against those clerks on 
my confidrriiiii] cumplaicits ? Or, why should it not more reasonably have occurred to me 
at that conjLUtr:iure to have reqne^lcd their return, rather than make that request at a sub- 
sequent tline, when iinotht-r overwhelinini:^ disgrace had supervened, accordiuj^ to his stale - 
ment, which woul4 nattirally have oblitL^rated any thought fc^ my ipind of this compara- 
tively gmull iitfair T Tlie answer to all this ia obvious : the concocted l^le woukJ have been 
imperfect, and shorn of ii.^ symmetry — be would not have had it in his power afterwards, 
to represeiLi me n^ silting by his confidi'ntial bureau, to purloin a paper from a mas^f 
others, bt fnre hh fa-e, while he was examining them for those repudiated confidential lettwi 
to return tfiem to me Uy iny refptfi.'^i / . 

As to the alloi^pd tkmand ot tnt^, that I must furnish him with spceific charges to 
which thH>se E^lcrks would l>e railed on to ri?K]>oiid, besides showing, asl now have done, that 
no such e^rpretif^ion rndd bavi= been used uj>on an occasion that never did txi-it^ 1 shall be 

« 




abl« to ihaw, on afbll invwtigatton licresJlter. hhJ in w B»imrTi<*ry marinef, in di« nftr/ dauxt^ 
dmt I had full prelimmary aatllofily, ii" ' '' ' ' T.^r 

t>f bb lower CfthitieL, and by repear^'rl nl 

Willi o niuUm^'ni f*f iht rr. n^r connifcted willi ptf^iimlis ini 

fiffioe— lis auxiHtLry m«iins l^I .^.....;. , , .,.. :.. .. .^., i.^iuir as he shauM thitik proper^ 

but lu no manner wlmte^'er coDnectml i^'ith th« prest?rii eubtect, or with * coi^fideiltml com- 
plftintB^* 919 he would feign have it, Ib it not uifiinfest that tliis alUgird defnand of me 
fijr *' jpeirific cliarges'^ is throu^ii inla this iTtfndavitj in order to givo some color oi Justin- 
cat ton for tliQue li^ts that ^ ere lUftde out liy nmiieroari ccintribatotB, tauder authority and 
uifcUniBianceH lolally diHCoanecled with the matter now in hand I or, to shift the odium of 
rcBporiiibHity ibr theiu from himBelf nnd the other particlpatora in ibetn^ tipon my shcuildera 
ftlofie 1 Moreoverj is it not pulpabie tt> eVRjy On« in any degr«fr sc(iii*iMted wiih General 
Jiek£on*is history previr>^B to and during his Presidential terms, Ihtt'tie avails himself df 
thU fabricated occasion t^ tnttrpohte afisi' '-^ : ■ ■ rofesston of principles hy whkh be 
pfdtjeTidB til he governed? viz: *tbat all m^^ uned to be inncwjent titnlil gulit Ls 

estabiiehcd; that every man charged with cu ;, jlU nets that would aUVct bis iijorjj.| 

character, ought to bo heard in his own defence 1''* Yej?, I think I may safely My thftt 
every man in this com muiiity knows what ^alue to put upon aneh pu'fesisiond^ ctiming 
from one who has consigned eo in any of hi« fellow- beings tn a cruel fstet in direct contra,- 
ventbn '^f th^i^e principlea — who haa ignominioysJy eacrificfd hcCfttomh^s of public office ra, 
wot only without » hearing, but without a fault, and even without an intimation to them 
to prepare for the «acrific-e, or that there was any imputaiion againattiiam, {who, ten to one, 
are better patriots than their wrong-doeri) to make placeja for political fevoriles-^-with d 
billet or dnitli-wftrrant of a few patslmoniouis peremptory words,- — 'Torn aRtsriCs** Ani: 
HO tuxdsu W4jtTi£i>;' which launches the victims and their fiimiUes sudd^Jiit/ and unpre- 
pared imo a world nf vejEatinus troublcgj penury, want, and all the t^jrinenta of that livirtg 
death consequent upon Ihia ar tifidal seeming of one's country^B disfavor^ worse tbati de^alh'H 
reality, ae» living* there h no adequate revenge to aweeteo this bitter cup of crying injusticft 
while in death's reality it would hs forgotiai .^ Bu(, in my case, by peeuliar good fortune 
in the midst of itduriated party persecution, vhfl blind mid of an intereited deponent haa 
afTorded me this ocQ^sion cf signaf rei^ttion w/>o«wf^ cittwNiiroa, of which Ittrnproiid 

U- UK WILI. I«n R TO FKBt IT ! I I 

tn. Tt hii!) 3iiSi hr^nn seen, tlif. dpponeni state*, thflt upon hi* rofuBilnr Tti aanpnii Ute two cottedaatlJU lei- 

irjCK Imj.vr-.J r,, n,,.. In-- i.. 1*1 1,1^' T mi.mt fmuiRli hinn f.lrl-» rir^r\r,r ,• I u. !-,'.•- jir.ii ifinri hn jg^nee tm tO aay : '^ 1 ll*.' 

rursiiKli hSni ivjili gpe^ 

:'i a greiii. jMany tlorkd 

, 'tmentfl to \t^ fytly in- 

.., ciijrepfl madF? .i^ninEt any 

iiobE-n Mayo appbed to [2Sj 

J Tnigtii^aa the chHj]gr3 l^eiim 

liLru^ CSiJ hiw tts a man nf truth 

■i. LCi geL Lham.'^ Again ' X\iki " ihJa 

i I iih*?sr^ public c:haTffS8 apuiML ilio 

I lor 115 W'jr^ eivfn u;-, i.-hiiii " 



* Her»^ ia a fine spec in )€ it t-tf that tfEanideni i^ synUmaiif' tying by ivbith th« wEcked £? ufiea j^rofgiL<i 

afi^l pTCftLfir Ibt' ^'-.TC'i; firlnripSr? "f hnnni-. hi?l3i:p, riionilny, nm} rfllickm, tti anler to conceal iheir ulua 
1 ■ - . - i - . ; i'jilesB- It wo!j]J be a Very In- 

'-tinmi^mticit] *if ihc atnjciout 
'; la^aiid civillzailoUf UDcler 
. I a of It n 1 11 P itlry aiipemn]c> 

..1 f.inly mwajr Lhe fjL occ&fliOQ 

!-.!injii-.iEi? .'I I. j^ iji/Aiiiou. Tl"iia apecious sysiem 

< . I L'.oL>j HB reco^n |»e eac h otIk? rand asscirt to^'eihf r, 

1 b^jrty , i (kll coti nlriei, atid t opt j nually jeopsiril- 

iir, RHiuJe nQti, lu the Frpnthi RevcilutifiHT prtifeaa lhe 

, aJ3d justice, which thf^y rarely practiapij when any 

V not affect lo accuse thui ppni-rn of their fellow-du- 

.. r,,,.i r.hin^Arlni? one another, in order {o hritig dia- 

■ 'C-raii, whcini they li-id syst enjalical ! y atirf 

And ia H not the? universal prtciicetjf 

: ., : . J ■"?rfLii'm,anfl accuse iheir Wh]g opponenla 

:: Lands, in otdM]- 1^ Jiagiiisp ih© uliprinr revolmioiiafy purpowjt 

iionniry 1 Advening to tlir parly incidsnia thai have lakfln 

: eiii. w<? have ai^ptrdbtjiindin^ evidence of Ihia Byjitnm of ic. 

'■h- at tiiP inc-ipifincefif \\h {dmlnlsirai ion/ which Wfm 

■ luetlitatpd ains of official pras^npiitm on the oafi hsniJ 

■ jryLiaaiAi.'ni ^uJ LlKorkii'Mi'in uf ihp pubhi: <iRL-vi.'o 
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In, the first specification in this third section, there is a very material error, \b I never 
did present QeneraUJackFon with such a list as he describes, of charges made by myself 
against a great many clerks in the different departments ; but I did, at an interval of nearly 
two years — perhaps a little over two years between — present him with two lists, of which I 
have spoken in a pamphlet published in 1837, a^ the second and third editions of re- 
form ; the Jirst list, or edition of reform, having been presented to him by some of his 
coadjutors in reform upon hi.') instalment into office many months before I had visited 
Washington f or had any knowledge oi thc^ proscription ihcti contemplated. The anSant 
doubtleBs predicates this Etatement, in part al least, upon one of thos*; two \hu which I 
presented to htm ahove mentioned^ it ia not probdbJe that he alliide« to the firet of Ihem, 
which I have called the second edition ofrerorm, hec^ui^e thatUst (a garblctl copy of which ^ 
if I mistake not, waa pubUehed in the extra Glube of the 1st of May, 1831) combined com- 
paratively few charges, but consisted chiefly of the names of opposition clerks and oiTicers 
here, that ^ad ieeM turntd out, and of others that yd remained in qffic^t obnoxinus to re- 
form for opinion's gnke ; in the cotnpilalion of which Hat I asaisted William Hunter, Eii[|.j [d] 
V a clerk of Amos Kf n Jali while ixh An Jilor, by his (Kendall's) request ton v eyed to me by 

) his clyrk, he letainiiag one copy for Kendallj and I one for General Jackson. This list 

I occaHioned littie or no public exciteint^nt, probably because no action that I know of ivuh 

ever tskcn upon it, more than to piead the faTbearane§ ftf the Prtju'deut, through the col- 
umnsj of the Globe and other party prints, pending the aet^ond ekction i^tmipaign of Gtfitrai 
Jacki^tfii^ then atmmenced^ If (he deponent alludes to the *>eeoiicl liai, accompanied with a 
memorial uig^ned by sutidry clliiens of Wajshington, pnjeented to Uim in May, 1S33, then he 
falsities the origin of it, us juat shown, and is mistaken, wilfully or otberwis^, in nettrly everv 
thing he alleg^es iti regard to it, exf^ept that it vfRs forthwith referred lo the hcadanf Depart- 
ments, or hiscabiiiftf (J.^ I had itifhr-med Gf.neral Coss^ ht^ S^eretari/ itf VVar, he. would da^ 
the moriilui^ previous. Whether he ordered its contents ti> befnlly invefitigntetl, f know not t 
but that such inveatigation utjas made, as he assert*=ij I can prove to be untrue by the uni- ^ 
versftl roc olloction of the clerks, and the gentlemen then ofBclating rn his cabinet, bt/ mhose 
discountenance, mainli/f it was suPFREasin, And thcit I faikd in eetablish n^y chiirgcs 
against any one indiTidual charged, I can equally prove to he fahci for a failure to eatab- 
lish, ijnplit'S that I had an opportunity to Juso^ whereas^ I was denied^ on my written ap- 
plication, tij he heard, or e^en to liavo Ihc witnessea called that had been referred io in 
suppor( lE their own a^tateniente^ though I nlwiiVi? understood thai they were ready to 'inU- 
stantiate what ihcy had stated; and 1 repeaiedly declared my rcadinesa, both verbally aud 
in writing; to establish the few facts that I bod stated. When 1 presented ti» the Prtsident 
my written application lo be beard^ declaring my readiness to go into the investigation or 
the Btaiementa by testimony, he referred me, by eEidoraement upon the letter, to Mr* Mc- 
Lane, thi"n Si^cretary uf the Treasury. IHlr* McTiUnej being engaged, or perhapa from d 
determr nation n^^l to entertain the investigation, did not fee j/te ; in consequence of which, 
I repaired directly to live Becretary of WRXf (General Caes,^ as one of the cabinet, and I 
presentcJ him wiih ilit; refc?reuee from ihe President. Upon pfeaenting the letter, with (he 
President '^i emlors^atioi] upon it, refi^rring it to Mr* McLsne, I remarked to General Gafla 
that I hiiil nnt Ite^Mrahle lo ^ee Mr. McLanc, and that as he (General Ca^a) would proba- 
bly be 11 p:\rty in ihe prr>ptiried investigation, and would see Mr. McLane, I preferred hand 
ing Ihp lettf^r Ui hlni in persi>n^ railier than let it paas out of my hands through a niessen- 
ger to Mr, McLane* lipon looking At the superacription, Genera! Goss remarked that 
General Jackson had a wjy of endorsinff every thing; adding, that there wmild he no ix- 
I VT.STic.vY!i>v if the stfitemtnt:}, or wonls tantamount, and remarked toiue, *' Why buw the 

winds to rtjap the whirlwind f" 'Vo which I replied, that he was perhaps not aware of th<^ 
authority by which the ^tateuients had been made out ; that as to the parfidpation I had 
in it, 1 wa-? i^ady to justify my?ieif with the Authority of the President himself, and the co- 
operation uf manv of his frienil^, in whom^ one or more of them, the project had originated, 
and not in njystdE ; that 1 wah jE\idy in establish the facts I had stated of my own knowl- 
edge, Fini! had uo dimbt other.s v^ptuM do the same in reg^ird to their statements, if permit- 
ted. 13ui, npnii lUufl loamint^ th:it there would be nn intiestigati&nt I addressed a letter to 
the Prfniibni, prop t?:in^ to witULlv;iw the documents, and aboul the same time (pmbablv 
the nex( d ly) mentioned the fact lo the Secretary of War, who informed me ihat he had 
heard of ins applii^aiion tM witlulrjvv them, but that the determination was, that t^cy^fiauki 
not be rff'jrnfd^ Kiating tlmt the course adopted was, to address a letter to Mr. De Krafft, 
and other yignii.> of the nioniurii^l that accordpanied the list or sequel, to inform them of 
the detitiiiination ukvu by the I'rcsident; and he (General Cass) inquired of nie, at the 
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s'uue time, if I hjasl not retatJioJ a copy* To whScK I repJied that / imti nof^ as tt ^tis a lung 
doeuiuejitt anA General Jackson hiiJ been im patio nt lo have a ; that I hiiJ a t?opy of ihe 
memorial (aetJ Appendix C) &m] moist iif the origjnaU, ami (he rough niateriaU from which 
the sequel ai.coftif»iUiying It had been mtide ; but timt it woiM be m^posFibJe to rcfiew the 
copy with exacttii^^fl, in regard to order, matters oniilted, or additional inlonnaUon verbaJIy 
Btated to tile committee making^ that copy. Whereupon, he (General Caas) recommend- 
ed m^j if r had any thing to urge in that regard, that I would nee Major Dunclson, the |4fl- 
YUle ^eci'elary of the Frcahlent^ that morni^tg^ who w«s iirohaldy thc?n about despatching 
the (ctlcr to the memoriaUatf. I did sea i^iajor Dfinelsun ar^ t^ardinirly, and underBtood 
from him the purport above stated, atid thrtt, a^ I was not a ii^er of the metuoil*!, I wis 
3TOT considered as having the right to c<antrol it or h wlth^Iraw iL The President's ktlerj 
writtefi by hi» sacrelarj in liia bahalF, was nddi&g&cd ** To E» DRKftA¥FT and others, 
sig^ners of a kkuohial of sundry citizens of Wadiington, to the PnEBroEH-r of THB U.vt- 
TMB SrATEa*" (See Appendii D). On ri?ceivii:ig it, Mr. DeKr,il!t Immediately «ent for 
me^ mid placed it (where it now is, ready to speak for itaelf) in my hands, the in'rusal of 
which alao shows the determination of the President to retain the mcnjorial and «et|i3t'l for 
further con side mtion, an J not to jid on thfirnfar ^Uhi presetit.^' hh. thcroforei, hq! fruf^, 
both acoordtni^ to suy own diatitict recollection, aiid C^^neral Jackson *h own letter to De 
Kraift, that he ever told me I might with<1ri'*' «>!■ -loctiment; and it ia ab?' 'i ^f^- ''ftfse 
that I ever told him that Miijor Doncjaon li.i J it to me, Tt is equal! mt 

the long list of charge* I prejacmted to Oeni • n originated m the iii' .• x__ iis- 

eertai it ia not true that a fuIJ invo^^ ligation of said list was ever made ; it is aot true that 
T failed, on fulJ investtgiation, lo catabliirh any of those chargeg, there having been no inves- 
tiEjation; it k not true that said MkI was over returned to rne ; and, aa I have just aaid^ it 
is utlfH^ ftjfht t(tat I tvcr told General .Uckflnn tliat it was given up to me. 1 hope thia 
Ix'X&t utatemeat of the dirponent wa^ not mady with a view to OTtcuflo bimaelf ffom ever 
pj aducing that ItEl heretiftei ; if so» the impcrfei^t materkh now tn ray pusBeg^ion, from 
wh(Ch» in part, it waa nmh. uut, tmnl ttJl for i£ aR wsU as they can «t a futnre lime j and 
in regard to \ih derlaiation^ that he t^ld me^ aa a reason fuf giving that Hat op to me, 
that ihose charges being made by 'ur und iii*l Ksiablishcd imald no^^\ being on hia public 
files, d&iii'ntf me om u man of ' i who knowa Eie efin believe for a 

moment that audi lang-na^e was v any one. General Jackison not ex- 

cepted, Vfitboui bislaiitly hiiviiig bia nose puilod, hiH jaw* dapped, and spit in the face as 
the minimutn of his punishment- Bnt supposOj f*3r an instant, that such were a true &Lat6- 
tiiant; tlien I would mli^ what is to b« thous^ht of a Preatdent (vf the United States, who 
could aflor wards mufer or &widimi frequent appointments nn one whom he held to bo fkus 
infam<»iis % About twelve months after the date of \i\% ktter to Dc Kraifl, fsay in July, 
1 834, J at the ttdjoommcntof Congresa, he tailed me tn him as he took his seat in his car- 
riage, (thL^ Vice President, Mr. Van BuieUj aeatcd by hia aide — Mr, Taney, General Cass, 
ami I think Mr, Foray ih, were present, just takinij their carriagea on leaving the capitol,) 
and req^neated me to " conie to-morrow mominf*' to the mansion. And what was it fori 
To instruct me to call on the Secratary of State, who woold give nie an appointment to fill 
the va<^aiicy of Alexander Mclntyre, who had ja«t be<?n remove*^ from the chief clerkship 
in the Patent Olfice. Also, in Ocii^ber, 1836, he Approved of my appointment as sole 
cterk In d temporary bureau in the War Department — a bureau of greatintricacy, and ex- 
tremely delicate truat, in whith I oBiciated nearly two years without ever hearing^ of the 
Bltghtl^t dis^'^atisfuction, until the fftleo clamor waa raked that I bad purloined the copy of 
General Jackson's letter to Fulton, wh*.»reupon I waaremoveJ from oific^ wlfiifmi a htming — 
probably bccJiufO such a hearing would put tlie whole conspiratora to shame. But I reg:ret 
noti now, that injuitfite^ boc^ua« 1 now vixyk toe paosPECT of- 4 more full ano FAia 

lNTK3Tt?>ATi*iN^ UirOllK Tk(K, 

In fine, there can he nothing more obvioui), npcm a survey of this whole subject, ilian 
tJic rejection that, had I tho imbecility to pronounce General Jackson'ti action upon the 
conspiracy of Houston aU nnj^utnt^ had I the servility to Ri^onirr him upojs it, this cnl- 
umiiy iif purloining 'woolti TrEVKu have ueest TaorwaT op I 

I hope my counsel will be able to II nd foine a^istance fi-om thia eicpose, in making their 
briafa hi the canae; and I choerfully grant to the oppoi^ing {^ounskd all the benefit they can 
derive froi» it in the defence, 

KOBERT MAYO, 

WA?uiir»T03r ClTTi IHcemhef SS, 1S39. 



APPENDIX. 



' By « careful examination of the foUowiiig documents, [A] afid [C], mih. the respective 
actidns on th^m, [B] and [D], the reader will perceive how each of the former is virtually 
Iktelfied in the two latter, and set at naught by the President. To assist in this comparison, 
I will only here make a single general remark in relation to document [A], that no exami- 
nation of witnesses had been made, to my knowledge, to justify the Presidei^t in saying. 
In document [B], that no facts had been established, and he was induced to believe the 
circumstances communicated to him were erroneous. And in relation to document [C], 
that its prayer did not ask for the removal of any one, as he more than insinuates in docu- 
ment [D], but submits the statements for such disposition as to his excellency might seem 
fit and proper, dbc. In fine, I shall ever be 'of opinion that the documents [A] and [C] 
were entitled to a more efficient action ; but the reader can only appreciate the entire mer- 
its on a future perusal of the whole of the documents. 

[A.] 

[ Original Utter addressed to the President in 1830, and returned in 1836.] 
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«' To Ueneral Andrew Jackson, President of the United States : 

" The enclofled is the scheme of a Secret Alphabet, ia the hand-writing of a Mr. Hunter, which came into 
i^y positossion in the manner hereinafter mentioned, and which I confide to vour ezclllency, together with 
Che following statement of fiicts, to be used in any way your excellency may deem proper. Written out, the 
Alphabet stands thus: ,. ,. . 

[In the original letter, the thiiteetn compartments of the abov'd diagram are separated intQ their elements, 
consisting oftwo letters each, distinguished by a dot; that is, a and 6 are the same, except that 6 hae a dot ; . 
and so on with the rest, giving the entire alphabet.^] 

"In making the following statement, it seems to me desirable, with a view to brevity, without im[3airiDg 
or obscuring the facts, to avoid that circ\unlocution which a minute detail of contingent and immi^terial cir- 
cumstances would involve. 

" Soma time in the month of February last, as nearly as J can recollectr-certainly very shortly after Gen- 
eral Samuel Houston arrived in this eity->I waa introduced to him at Brown's hotel, where both of us ha4 
taken lodgings Our rooms were on the same noor, and convenient for social intercourse ; which, from the 
generals courteous manners, and my own desire to be enabled to do him justice in my own estimation, rel* 
ative to his abandoning his family and abdicating the Government of Tennessee, readily became frequent 
and intimate. Upon what he perhaps deemed a suitable maturity of acquaintance, he spoke freely and mi- 
nutely of his past history. He spoke of his separation from Mrs. H. with great sensibility, and deprecated 
the injurious impression it had made upon a considerable portion of the public mind, disparaging the sanity 
if his intellect, or rectitude of his moral character. Judging favorably, no dpub^ of the proofless of our 
acquaintance, and the prepossessing impression it had made on me in relation to the salubrity and general 
competency of his intelligence, wiui rectitude of impulses, he complained of the inadequate defence vol- 
unteered in his behiOf by the editor of the Richmond Enquirer, and S(dicited me to wiite communications 
for the columns of that paper, and use my friendly interest with the editor for their publication. I promised 
to make a sketch of something anonymous respecting my favorable impressions, and show it to him. But, 
before I had time or full pliancy c^ mind to digest any thoughts upon the subject, our frequent interviews, 
and his confideape in my serving his eDdsTaoubtless, induced him to avpw to me more particularly Uie 
ground of his solicitude to have his character and mental competency elevated before the public. He desr 
canted on the immense field for enterprise in the Indian seulement beyond the Mississippi, and through 
that, as a stepping-stone, in Texas ; ana recommended fae to direct mv destinies that way . Without making 
any Bnnnisea or commitments, I did not discourage, at this stage, his inflated schemes for my advancement, 
^a I had a curiosity, now on tip-toe, to hear his romantic projections; for his manner and his enthusiasm wer^, 
at least, entertaining. Accorain^y, he went on to develop much of a systematic enterprise, but not half 
what I have since leamt from another source ; perhaps because he discovered that my interest in the subject 
<Hd not keep pace with the anticipations he had formed for the progress of his disclosures. I learnt from h hn 
these fikcts and speculations, vis : 

** That he was organizing an expedition against Texas ; to afford a cloak to which, he had assumed the In- 
dian costnme, habits, and associations, by settling among them, in the neighborhood of Texas. That nothing 
ifm more easy to accomplish than the conquest and ptmessioB of that extensive and fertile coumry, by the 
2 
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co-op«iMioB of the Indians in the Arkansu Territory, and recruits amongthe citizens of the United Statasv 
That in his yier it would hardW be necessary to striice a blow to wrest Texas from Mexico. That it was 
ample for the establishment and maintenance of a separate and independent government from the United 
Sutes. That the expedition would be got ready with all possible despatch— that the demonstration would 
and must be made in about tw^el ve months from that time- That the event of success opened the most un- 
bounded prospects of wealth to those who would embarlc in it ; and that it was with a view to faciliute his 
recruits, ne wished to elevate himself in the public confidence by the aid of my communications to the Rich< 
mond Enquirer. Tliat I should have a surgeoncy in the expedition, and recommencied me in the mean time 
to remove along with him, and practise physic among the Indians in the Territory. 

" As the matter began to assume the shape of a close and substantial proposition, I felt myself under the 
necessity to be decisive, v-«hich put an end to the further detail of his plans. I declined the overtures for my 
panicimtion ; and fiirther told him. by way of exonerating myself from the promise to make communicatinns 
to the Enquirer, without exciting his apprehensions of my active hostility, to his views, that it would be very 
impolitic to attract the public attention towards himself in tliat general and indiscriminate manner ; that K 
Would surely invite inquiry from some quarter about the motives of such communications, which would prob- 
ably issue in ferreting out his whole scheme. After this, our interviews fell into neglect—our intercourse con- 
sisted only of salutfttions of civility— he sought not my company, and, as a matter of prudence, I rather avoid- 
ed his. 

" In the early part of our intercourse, General Houston informeu me that he had volunteered to assure the 
President that he had no desire for an appointment of any sort under his administration ; that he believed 
the President would give him almost any thine he would request ; but that be took into consideration the 
prejudice with wiiicn an appointment conferred, on him might be regarded by the public, sulssisting the cir- 
cumstances and causes of his exile. Yet, I have understood from indisputable authority that General Hous- 
ton did applv for and solicit the appointment to furnish provisions, &^.. for the Indians, Jcc, at the charge of 
the United States, in that quarter ; which was denied him. But, whether that wish has nut been, as to his 
views, sufScientlv substituted by the successful application of a most intimate friend of his. (General Van 
Forsen, lately of New YorkO is a problem perhaps not unworthy of inquiry. In the month of March, General 
Houston visited Baltimore, Philadelphia, and Ne^ York, and did intend to have gone as far as B(xston, as he 
informed me, under such circumstances as made the inference of his business a matter hardly to be doubted. 
" Some time in the month of June, shortly after the adjournment of Congress, (or possibly in May, a short 
time before adjournment,) having returned to Richmond, I met with a young gentleman in that place bv the 
same of Murray, from Tennessee, on his return home through the southern States. 1 had become acquainted 
with him, in this city, early in the winter. He had also told me that he wanted no employment from the Gov- 
ernment, but was travelling rather for his personal gratification. A considerable portion of the winter he had 
passed in a town to the north. When I called on him in Richmond, I made an oblique turn of conversation, 
upon the mysterious conduct of General Houston ; and expressed a surmise that he must have some very 
deep views in exiling himself from the civilized world, to settle among the Indians. This, Mr. Murray 
readily confirmed, apparently, as if. he thought it a perfectly innocent and legitimate matter, or as a thing of 
common rumor, and of no concern to him— by reniarking that the general was organizing an expedition to 
take possesion of Texas. Upon my asking: him how he knew thai, he replied, *that it was a good deal 
spoken of at Washington.' I did not press the subject sufiSciently to satisfy my mind whether it was by com- 
mon rumor, or among recruits only, that Mr. Murray meant it was spoken of, as Mr. M's movements indi^ 
cated to me some agency in the -business ; and too much curiosity on my part, after having declined co-oper- 
ation, with which he might already be, or might become acquainted, would possibly excite alarm, and induce 
the parties to remodel their plan with greater secrecy and security. 
"•^ Shortlv after my return to this city, a few weeks ago, a Mr. Hunter, lately dismissed from West Point, 



fell to boasting of thegfunds he was daily expecting by the mail, ofhis father's present riches, and still ereater 
wealth before nis misfortunes, and of his own possessions, independent of his father, whereof he had already 
spent five thousand dollars in enjoying life. But, says he, all that is nothing to the unbounded prospects 1 
have of wealth in the future. Indeedl said I, how is it that you can engender wealth to repair your extrava- 
gance with such facility ? Ah, says he, that is a secret. I will lay my life, said I, it is a scheme upon Texas. 
He, hesitatingly, said yes, something like it. And. said I, General Houston is the projector and conductor of 
the enterprise. At this he was so improssed with the conviction that I knew all about the plan, and was one 
of the recruits, that he declared it to be his belief, and asked me some questions to that effect. I declined an- 
swering, remarking that I did not believe he knew any thins about it, and should tell him nothing. Upon 
this issue, to vindicate his knowledge and allied fraternity, he set in to tell me every thing. 

" Says he, there is your name, (writing my nanja on the table in cipher, where It yet stands unobliterated.) 
1 was still incredulous. He asked for pen, ink, and paper, and wrote the scheme nere enclosed, and then 
wrote my name at the bottom. 

" That he was a bonajide agent of the recruiting service for this District ; and that there were agencies es 
tablished in all the principal towns, and various parts of the United States ; and that this conventional alpha- 
bet was the channel of correspondence. Thai several tliousands had already enlisted along the sea^boanjl, 
from New England to Georgia, inclusive. That each man paid thirty dollars to the common fund, and took 
an oath of secrecy and good faith to the cause, on joining the party. That they were to repair, in their indi- 
vidual capacities, as travellers, to different points on the banks of the Mississippi, where they had already 
chartered steamboats, on which to embark, and thence ply to their rendezvous, somewhere in the Terrltoi^r 
of Arkansas, or Texas, convenient for action, (the plan not specified to me.) That it was contemplated to 
supersede General Houston in the civil government, when the military operations were over ; and that \her 
meant to establish an independent Government, and resist any attempt of the United States to wrest so val- 
uable a prize from them. 

" He finally appealed to me again, with some concern, to say if I were not one of the party. I observed, that 
I should tell him nothing about it ; and changed the subject to some levity, and afterwards avoided hisfuither 
importunities, &c. 

♦' I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

' ^ *^ "' I "R. MAYO. 

" W48HINGTON City, D. C, December 2, 1830." 

[B.] , 

i^^Strictly confidential.) 

« Washimoton, December 10, 1830. 
• " Dbar S» : It has been stated to me that an extensive expedition against Texas is organizing in the Ui»k 
ted States, with a view to the establishment of an ind^pemlent Cfoi^Brnment in that province, and that GeA- 
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^TAl Houston is to be at Ihe head of it From alt tho circumEtanCes conwiwiicaied to me upon this subject, 
«nd which have fallen under my observationt I am induced to believe and hope (notwithstanding the cir- 
<^umsnantial manner in which it is related to me) that the infonnation I have received is erroneous^ and it is 
unnecessary that I should add my sincere toish that it may be so. No movements have been made, nor hofte 
<iw//act8 been established, which would require or would justify the adoption of official proceedings 
ugainst individuals impliccUed; yet so strong is the detestation qf the criminal steps alluded to, and such 
are my appreheiisions of the extent to which xhe peace and honor of the country might be compromitted by 
it J as to make me anxious to do every thing short of it which may serve to elicit the truth, and to furnish me 
with the necessary facts (if they exist) to lay thefoundatioh qf further measures. 

" It is said that enlistments have been made for the enteitirise in various ^arts of the Union ; that the con- 
federates are to repair/cw travellers, \jo different points or the 3f»sM«ti:7n, where they have already char- 
tered steamboats in which to embark ; that the x>^m\,a{ rendezvous is to be in the Arfumsa^ Territory ; and 
that the cooperation of the Indians is looked to by those en^ed in the contemjdated eccpedition. 

" I know of no one whose situation will better enable him to watch tlie course of thinaB, and keep me truly 
and constantly advised of any movements which may serve to J ustifu the suspicions tehich are entertained, 
than yourself; and I know 1 can rely with confidence on your fidelity and activity. To secure your exer- 
tions in that regard, is the object of this letter ; and it is because I wish it to be considered rather as a private 
than an official act, that, it is addressed to you instead of the Governor, {toho is understood to be now in 
Kentucky^ 

" The course to be pursued to effect the.object in view must of necessity be lefl to your discretion, enjoining 
only that the utmost secrecy be observed on your part. If, in the performance of the duly required of you, 
any expenses are necessarily incurred bv you, I will see they are refunded. 
" I am, respectfully, yours, 

"ANDREW JACKSON. 

" Wm. Folton, Esq." 

[C] 

" The memoriai of sundry citizens of Washington, to his Excellency Andrew J ackbon, President of the 
^ United States, GKhETiHa: 

" Your inemorialista respectfully beg leave to approach your Excellency with the most grateful sensibili- 
ties for the benefits which have accrued, and are daily maturing, through the instrumentality oryour aus- 
picious administration, in advancing the prosperity of our common country, by the happy adjustment of our' 
foreign relations, and ttie conciliatoiy propitiation of our internal discontents. « 

" But your memorialists are not unaware of the humiliating truth, that, while the details of these momen- 
tous concerns have continually received the most prompt consideration and efficient action because they 
are under the more immediate recognition and control of your Excellency, they constitute but a comparatively 
remote object of concern with the citizens of Waf Uington, and affect them only in their small participationa 
with the all-absorbing commercial and manufacturing interests of the Union at large. Whereas, the details 
of the official responsibJtity and ifloral deportment m the minor officers of th,e Government, located here, 
while tliey more closely anect the interests and character of the citizens' of Washin^n, they are of vastly 
inferior executive consideration, and are too remote from your personal supervisorship for any delinquency 
therein to reach your knowledge for correction, except by tlie volunteer information of those directly cogni- 
zant of the facts and most dee{)ly interested in their reformation. 

" That the citizens of Washington may have a more minute knowledge of official abuses and moral dev 
pravity at the seat of government, and feel a deeper interest in their correction, than any other portion of the 
Union, your memorialists presume to believe your Excellencv will yield a ready assent. Your memorialists 
also entertain the belief that the natk>nal cliaracter, both at home and abroad, is necessarily assimilated to, 
and tinctured by, that of the Metropolis ; while the character of its citizens must be still more immediately 
identified with the official integrity and moral deportment of tlie officers of (Sovernmen^esiding among them, 
forming as they do so great a i)roportion of its temporary inhabitants. 

" Furthermore, your memorialists cannot suppress the heart-rending conviction that the ra|)id growth and 
.nurture of fraud, alone, at the seat of jgoverument, evincing in many instances the most awful want of integ- 
rity and obduracy of conscience in the servants of the i>ebple, tends more to alienate their afibctions from 
the sacred union of the States, than all the local and sectional incongruities taken in a mass. Nay, yoinr me- 
morialista may add. that the audacity of defaulters within a^ew years, and of recent date« together with a fre- 

3uent repetition of minor improprieties of daily notoriety^ bear a striking analogy to the ofl-repeated 'and - 
aring infractions of law and decorum in the dense population of large towns, where the calculation seems to 
be, that the delinquent will be lost sight of in the crowd, or, if seen, that he will be borne in countenance by 
the depraved gratulations of an extensive fraternity. Nor can your memorialists resist the belief that any 
grade of unoffi.cerly conduct is but a miniature, in its own degree, of the most atrocious outrage, and, while re- 
garded with too much lenity, is only nurtured in its tendencv to the grossest results. 

" Under this aspect of a subject interesting, in a remote degree, to the whole Union, but vital in its i^ear- 
ings on the interests and character of the Metroix>lis, your memorialists b^ leave to submit to the considera- 
tion of your Excellency the accompanying statements and specifications, vouched for by respectably names 
and references; and pray' your Excellencv will grant such relief in the premises as to your Excellency may 
seem fit and proper, wnetner by removal of the incumbents in the more objectionablb cases, and the inter- 
*diction of the future repetition of the minor offences, or otherwise dispose qf the some as may best con- 
duce to the interest of thtt Metropolis, secure the credibility of the public service, and preserve the affection 
•f the people for the perpetuity of the Federal Government; and your memorialists will ever pray," &c. 

(Signed by twenty or thirty titizens.) 

[D]. 

[Tke envelope of ihe letter, of which the following is a copy, had this address: *« To E. 
De Krafft and others, ngners of a memorial of sundry citizens of Washington to the 
President of the UnUed States."] 

"Washington, iUby 29, lg33. 

" Gbntlbmbn : I am directed by the President of the United States to state to you the determination which 
he had taken upon your memorial and the paper accompanying it, previously to the application for their with- 
drawal, nmde yesterday by Dr. Mayo. 

" Many of the allegations contained in the paper entitled ** A Sequel to the MenctoriLl," and which waa de- 
livered with the memorial to the President, are not such as would warrant the removal of the individuals ac- 
cused, even if ihey should prove to be well founded. The Preeident. moreover, has been informed, in wri- 
ting, by flevecal of those whose names are subecribed to the memorial, that they had never seen the *' Sequel;' * 
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tkai they htA no knowledge of the accuiitioiia therein contained ; and dot they desire .to dieolafan all coO" 
nexion wbfttever wHh it. 

" Under these circmnetancee, the President does not deem these papera of snch a nature as at present t0 
require at authorize his panicular interference. The character of the President, however, is a sUfficieni 
gsaranty that, whenever specific chaises of incompetence or official misconduct shall be made by your- 
selves, or responsible individuals, against any fverson in office, he will promptly direct such an investigation 
as the good of the service and justice to all parties shall require. 

" Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

«A. J. DONELSON. 

" To E. De Krafft cmd others, memorialists." 

After all that bad. transpired, of high advisement and approved preparation, I wrfl leave 
the reader to judge with what profound astonishment I received a message from Mr. Ed- 
ward De Kra£^ requesting me to peruse so evasive a letter! True^ I bad learned that there 

■ would be no action upon the matters stated in the sequel to tbe memorial, and for that rea- 
•on had requested leave to withdraw them, in order to use them in obedience to any emer" 
gtncy ; but, as luck would have it, they were refused, and I have had the inedible satis- 
fiiction to find, in justification of those statements, that all the reform which has taken place 
since has fallen upon General Jackson's own delinquents, then and afterwards called to 
his notice, in the General Post Office, the Land Office, tbe Patent Office, &e. &c. 

The movement taken by several signers of the memorial, in disclaiming all connex- 
ion with it, on account of itie charges preferred in tbe sequel to it, ought, perhaps, to be 

' explained here, lest it should be considered as prima facie condemnation of tbe document, 
which the explanation will show was not tbe fact. Let it first be observed that many of 
the signers of tbe memorial adhered to tbe prayer of the memorial that an investigation 
•hould be bad ; and that therefore the withdrawal of others should not properly have fore- 
•tailed inquiry from tbe President, under whose encouraging countenance and approbation 
the document had been made out and presented. Next, let it be considered that several 
of tbe signers of tbe memorial who seceded from it, had, themselves, preferred many of the 
charges embraced in tbe sequel ; but, upon learning that some of their own personal friends 
were also iAdicted by others, they, in order to save' tibose friends from inquiry, took measure* 
to nullify the document. Such, I personally know, was the <!ause of Mr. DeKra£[l*s with- 
drawal. He was tbe first signer of the memorial; be made many of tbe charges embraced 
in tlie sequel ; and be was the first td withdraw to save bis friend. It was a very easy mat- 
ter to get others to follow that example ; and I was afterwards emphatically told by one of 
the indicted that tbe failure of investigation was occasioned by the great nnmber included 
in the bill, combining to defeat it — the memorialists being, all of them, political friends of 
the Administration, as well as I recollect; and, there being very many friends of the Ad- 
ministration included in tbe bill, it was easy to effect such a compromise as would exoner- 
ate all from the scrutiny of a time-serving Administration. Nor need any one marvel at 
such a result who is at all conversant with that animal instinct by which the lion, the fox, 
and tbe jackal coalesce against tbe community of tbe forest ; of which, it appears, we have 
had a recent illustration in another sphere of tbe animal creation ! 

Another Jackson Affidavit — Executive Chicanxht — A New Coalitictn — 
•Thueatsited Revolution. 

It is 'a sufficiently remarkable fact to claim a passing notice here, ^bat, at tbe very mo- 
ment I am concluding this exposition of the foregoing scandalous affidavit, in which Gen- 
cral Jackson assumes to be so wonderfully minute in bis recollection of comparatively 
trivial incidents which he alleges to have taken place in 1833, Samuel L. Gouvemeur, 
Esq., late postmaster of New York, is actually exposing, by a seti^ of numbers in the-' 
New York Courier and Enquirer, tbe falsehoods of another aiffidavit of General Jaekson, . 
given in tbe suit of the Post Ofi^e Department against Mr. Gouvomeur — in which- suit 
Mr. Gouverneur, as I understand, claimed offsets to a large amount, for loana or advanee» 
to the Post Office Department while it was ynder tbe management of William T. Barry^ 
Esq., and proves by living witnesses and documentary evidence that thoee loans were made 
with the approbation and grateful acknowledgments of tbe lat^ President himself; of which^ 
nevertheless, in his said affidavit, he utterly denies having any recoUeetion, and attempts^ 
to disprove the facts by a series of other alleged recollections, which he states with the 
same unscrupulous air of confidence and boldness as be doe9 the mattera he sets fortk m 
the foregoing affidavit. I have seen two only of five numbers of Mf. OouvemeurV re- 
view of the affidavit ii: bis case. If General Jackson did consult Mr. Taney, tm he says be 
did, it only proves that he could take counsel of a saint, for form's sake^ wbfle he follows the 
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instigatioD of the Fiend of Baikness. AU must awaid him skill, however, in providing 
confidanU on the one hand, and dupes on the other, as safeti/'valves to guard the duplici^ 
of his acts from detection ; hut hy a providential deficiency in some of those very guards^ 
to use a modern technicality, he has hurst his hoiler after all. I take the following extract 
from the fourth number of Mr. G., in the Courier of the 24th December ultimo : 

^ To the third qtualion the then Fretfident replies : * He has no personal knowledge of any loans made by 
the Pofltmaster General on his authority. He heard, in Boston, thai loans from banks had been made by that 
officer or his agents to sustain the Department; but no such loans were ever authorized by this deponent. 
On the contrary, he always told the Fostmaster General he had no authority to borrow money on the faith of 
the Government, whatever he might do in his individual capacity ; nor did he ever directly or indirectly as- 
sert the right of the Fostmaster General to borrow money, except on his ovm responsibility ; and such was the 
? union of the Secretary, Mr. Taney, communicated by him, in my presence, to the Postmaster General, 
o be more explicit on this mint, the view entertained lAr this deponent, of the power of the head of the 
Post Office Department, was, that he could not commit the Government in a loan of money ^ that there was 
no law to authorize it ; that he must carry on the Department on its own legal means, by its proper credit 
alone, and his own responsibility.' " 

In refutation of this statement of General Jackson, in answer to the third question in be- 
half of the Post Office Department, Mr. Gouvemeur shows that James A. Hamilton, Esq., 
of New York, made **a liberal offer to Mr. Barry to lend the Department money ;" which 
offer "was enclosed open to the then President himself;" and that "Mr. Barry's reply to 
Hamilton, received directly from the President, was produced in court" Mr. Gouvemeur 
also says, "an original letter of William T. Barry, dated the 8th March, 1834, is now 
before me" — from which he quotes tliese words : " Congress will sustain the President in 
his course. We shall have to rely on the aid of State banks, and the President assures me 
that the Seventh Ward Bank shcUl be remembered." [This was shortly after and during 
the removal of the deposites. ] Remembered * • for what 1 " says Mr. Gouvemeur. * *A t two 
moments of the greatest pressure they had lent the Post Office Department about $60,000." 
Mr. Gouvemeur continues: "Another original letter &«6m William T. Barry, of the 12tli 
April, 1834, is now before me. . He says, 'ITie matter between myself and Hamilton is 
amfidenfial. T have conversed with the President. He knows all about ity and says it if» 
right.* The letter proceeds to say, *He- (the then President) says it is my privilege to 
borrow of whoever will lend, and obtain all the aid I can in passing through my difficul- 
ties.' " I shall make no frirther extracts on this affidavit of the mah-of-affi davits ! I 
presume these are sufficient to give the reader some idea of the sort of man I have had to 
deal with, in executing commissions to assist in compiling information for Executive action, 
as I understood it, in redeeming a public pledge of salutary reform. What I did was in 
good faith, with the expectation of a general investigation of the actual condition of the 
public service in the several Departments, and that it would result in the establishment of 
uniform rules of administration m each, with a strict accountability and fidelity to the pub- 
lic service. But General Jackson's treachery towards rae in that case, as may be seen in 
the above letter to De Krafid, (leaving me in the false position of a volunteer of proscrip- 
tion, which he in fact set on foot, and which I in fact arrested, by including his own favor- 
ites as well as the intended victims of proscription,) was but the beginning of the numer- 
ous other instances yet to be recited in my forthcoming book. 

Executive chicanery is at all times a difficult skein to unravel. And, besides the elu.- 
sive mercurial properties of the subject itself, there are great impediments ihrown in the 
way of such investigations in this country, from the unsuspecting confidence naturally be- 
stowed by a liberal-minded people on their chosen agents, presumed to be fully worthy of 
their trust; so that, under any circumstances, much mischief might be done by ambitious, 
recreant ingrates, in the way of Executive abuses and usurpation, before suspicion could 
be awakened, or ejection from office arrest its progress. And yet, viewed in a party light, 
the evil is still greater, as it has become almost the universal practice of those who have 
contributed their votes and their personal influence to elect a Chief Magistrate, to grant 
him a carte blanche for whatever he may think proper to do, and to cast odium and re- 
proach upon the motives of those who would dare to scrutinise the propriety of Executive con- 
duct ; whereas it would be a much safer rule for all patriotic citizens, after exerting their best 
efforts to confer high tmsts even upon the most enunent men of their own party, to keep « 
vigilant watch upon them, and hold them to as strict accountability as if they had biew 
among the most actfve opposers of their selection. In the course of the late administration, 
and so far as the present has progressed, (which is properly but a continuance of the pre- 
ce£ng,) this unqualified sanctibn of their acts by their party adherents has been extended 
not only to the hearty support of wild innovations and lawless experiments, never thovght 
«f before they were installed — not only to the justification of practices that bad fceen dis- 
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tlkimed and denounced b^ them in order to insure thdr election — but they have been ad- 
hered tu, and their friends conjured to sink or swim with them, notwithstanding th& mul- 
tiplied infractions of the constitution and law, and a contemptuous defiance of the legis- 
lative and judicial authorities, until at length we see that engulphing Tiers Etat (i^versinf 
the order of the French revolution) virtually realized by the consolidation of the State ana 
Federal Governments into an\±EcuTiTE absoluts, so long predicted ! Of this fact, the 
recent demonstrations of Executive influence in all the State elections, reducing them, as 
it were, to a provincial subserviency to the will of a despot, is one evidence ; it is also de- 
monstrated by the Executive influence more recently exerted over the organization of the 
House of Representatives, to the exclusion of the New Jersey 4elegation — virtually nulli- 
fying a sovereign State, by means of a corrupt coalition (as goes the rumor reversing the 
direction of the thunder of nullification) with the boasted champion of the State-rights party, 
entered into, doubtless, for their reciprocal benefit, at the dear cost of their country — that is, 
in order to insure an executive party character to the ojflicers and the committees of the 
House, to ward off investigations of Executive abuses and ccnruption, to secure the re-elec- 
tion of the present incumbent, an the one part, and to enable him to indemnify his wronged 
antagonist on a former occasion, on the other part, by bestowing on him the reversion of 
the presidency hereafter, as General Jackson had done to him of the first part, when, by 
ifaeir united artifices, they succeeded in supplanting their present hireling and coadjutor, 
o/ the second part.* Again :, the fact of virtual consolidation is demonstrated in the denun- 
ciations of the recent Executive message against yet other reserved rights of the States, in 
relation to their corporate institutions, whose constitutionality and stability are assailed in 
still more systematic terms, in a fourth attempt to dictate to Congress the establishment 
of an unconstitutional mammoth federal institution as the inevitable foundation of an over- 
towering national bank, that will siyallow up all the State institutions ; and, to cap the cli- 
max of Executive arrogance, he urges this latter measure with redoubled audacity, by ad - 
stressing himself to the fears of the Representatives of the people, holding up to their 
imaginations the terrors of an awful alternative, bloody revolution, if & peaceful revolu- 
iion cannot be wrung from their quailing hearts. For revolution is his aim, as he so 
denominates the reform he, for the fourth time, urges upon Congress, to be effected by 
ihc establishment of a paramount independent treasury, (miscalled, by design, a sub- 
treasury,) but truly a mammoth bank in disguise, which he connects with, and makes 
an indispensible reciprocating agent in, the destruction of all State. corporations whatever. 
In fine, it is still more clearly and unequivocally demonstrated, when we see, in the last 
paragraph but one of his message, that he endorses the very counterpart expression of 



♦ Since the above. was wriiteii, this coalition has been in substance formally acknowledged on the floor of 
■ ihe Senate by one of the high contracting parties, accompanied, however, with etforts at explanation, which 
rather aggravate thu.:i extenuate the offence, for obvious reasons. The same is also confirmed in more ex 
plicit form, and bf^aring evidence uf official misdiemeanor, in one of Mr. Calhoun's recent letter^ to his for- 
mer friend, General Green, on the latter gentleman becoming a candidate for the office of printer to the 
House of Itepreseutatives of the present Congress. Upon that occasion, Mr. Calhoun, though a member of a 
c6-,ordinale and counterpoising branch of the Legislature,' and therefore liaving no ri^ht, consistently wiUi 
rijies of honor arfQ delicacy, to interfere with the election of officers in the vital organization of the House of 
ftepresentaUves, held the following ejctraonlinary language : 

^* I came to the city under the impreesion that our prmciples and polici/ on which we acted would compel 
U3,[ineaning himself of the Senate and his party adherents in the other House] to tict toith the adtmnutra- 
ti<>it^ IF ^ey vyould adh re ho the course which they had taken ; and that our proper course would be, to hf,r 
them [meauiAg the administcation] elect their own officers, [that is, assist them in it,] including the printer 
to the House, tnieaniil;^ the editorial organs of the a((ininistration, who had already been elected bv ^ the ad- 
ministration,' as Mr. Calhoun would express it, as printers to the Senate,] in order that we nughtt with 
^reaUr propriety and effect, [according to bargain and compromise, implied or expressed^'] insist on that 
<vourSB of measures which we believe to be essfintial to the interests op the oountky !!^* 

Here, Uipn, tfie baigain by which the vital organization of the House of Representatives is bartered away 
to ** the administration" by an aspiring member of the Senate, is distinctly ,adniitted and unblushingly 
avowed ; or where could be the necessity " to take siich a course of policy" under thej)retence of insisiini 
on the administration (for the interests of the country !) d<}ing what they had already assttmedy and pledgea 
their best exertions to do, witliout Mr. Calhoun's aid ? If he meant to aid them in tiie Senate, which it was 
his privilege to do, he should have been content to do that, without interfering with the independent action 
of the co-ordinate branch of the Legislature, which virtually paralyzes the constitutional check of the pop- 
ular repr^entation upon the Executive and the Senate, and in effect tends to place the whole legislative 
power between the fingers of the Executive. " 

Is it not thus made certain, to the comprehension of all, tliat Uie party friends of Mr. Calhoun acted di- 
rectly under his control, for tlie indirect benefit of the Executive, in the OTganization of the House of lisp* 
resentatives ; tuid, as a means more effectually to accomplish his vietoSf aided in excluding the New Jersey 
dSlegatioDjin violation of the laws and the constitution, as well as an infringement of the prerogative of the 
Hotue % Wen might Oeneral Green say, upon this occasion " that "Sfr. Calhoun, by his coalition with Mr. 
Van Biarenj has lost his moral Influence, ami, in hjs opipion, that General ^Harrison niust be elected." 



23 

• 
Amos Kendall, denounced in his Hickory Club address, in 1832,* against all corporation* 
as «a young nobility system/' against which- General Jackson had aimed the first 
blow of destruction — when we see he endorses the like, but perhaps more sweep- 
ing denunciation, by his leader in the Senate, Mr. Wright, launched forth in a speech 
delivered before his democratic constituents during the recess, in which he declared 
that the glorious revolution of. our patriotic fore&thers was not yet complete ; that we 
have yet ** to rid ourselves of the aristocbact** of this land of liberty ! -and how 1 by cut- 
ting off the head, and dividing the spoils, of her principal citizens, where it was supposed 
that industry was patronised and property protected ! I grant that this endorsement is 
made in Mr. Van Buren's accustomed indirect, parenthetical, and equivocal manner ; but 
it is not the less ardently meant, and for which, if any thmg, he should be held the more 
responsible. Grant, I say, that it is only brought in by a side wipd, after a long tirade 
against the abuses of all Stajte corporations, which, by changing a single term, would-be a 
better description of the Federal Executive abides that gave existence to that immense pro- 
geny of corporations, and the relaxed morals, of the guardians into whose hands they have 
been intrusted. Let the reader peruse and ponder upon the following extract with which 
Mr. Van Buren concludes his denunciation of all corporations, as "a system of exclusive 
privileges conferred by partial legislation," and then say, if he dare, that the President of the 
United States has not most solemnly invoked the demon of bloody revolution against the 
institutions of the sovereign States of this confederacy, << whenever it becomes necessary'* 
to accomplish that great and radical revolution, which he insists must be done, per fas 
aut nefas — peaceably if he can, forcibly if he must ! 

^* To remove ihe influences which had thus gradually grown up among us— to deprive them of their decep- 
tive advantages— to test them by the light of wisdom and truth— to oppose the force which they concentrate 
in their support-^aU this was necessarily the work of time, even among a people so enlightened and pure as 



that of thetfnited States. In most oUier countries, perhaps, it could only be accomplished through that series 

of revolutionary movements, which are too often found necessary to effect any great and radical reform ; but 

it is the crownine merit of our institutions, that they create and noiuish, in the vast majority of our people, 

a disposition and'^a power peaceably to remedy abuses which have elsewhere caused the effusion oTrivers 

of olood, and the sacrifice of thousands of the human race. The result thus far is moot honorable to the self- 

deniaL the intelligence, and the patriotism of ovr citizens : it justifes the confident hope that they will carty 

throuen the reform which has been so well begun, and that they will «o still farther than they have yet 

gone in illustrating the important truth, that a people as free and enlightened as ours will, whenever it he- 

cornea necessary > snow themselves to be iudeea capable of self-government, by voluntarily adopting apor'o- 

priate remedies lor every abuse, and submitting to temporartf sacrifices^ however great, to insure their ^ 

permanent welfare." i 

The progress of the revolutionary spirit here referred to, is so stealthily commended and f 

urged onward to bloodshed and civil war, that it may require a somewhat closer inspec- 
tion than a cursory perusal to appreciate it fully. I shall therefore write out the :ast sen- * .1 
tence, and, by aid of that powerful interpreter, iirirxTsxDO, interline, in brackets, the allu- 
sions with which it is pregnant, and quote them as they are set forth in the preceding pas- 
sages, and elsewhere, by co-workers in the same scheme of revolution, by way of exhibit- ^ 
ing, in the most unequivocal manner, what the President would bb at. 

He says: "The result, thus fak, [meaning the result of our * great and radical re- '- 

form,* that enterprise of a faction to destroy all our corporate institutions. State and 
Federal,] is most honorable to the a^r.T'TiiinriAL, the intelligence, and the jwrfno/tjm of — 

our citizens; [meaning the 'self -denial' of 'the vast majority of our people,' that is, 

the democracy of numbers, in abstaining from the rare and exquisite luxury indulged • , 

in by 'most other countries,* 'in the effusion of rivers of blood, and the sacrifice of 

♦ All the allusions of this buttbndbr of the President's mesfflge were most mraphically prefigured in the 
address of Amos Kendall to the Hickory Club festlvalof th^ BtiDecember, 1832." These were his fatal words ; 

**.The United States have their young nobility system. Its head^is the Bank of the United States ; its 
right arm a protecting tariff and manufacturing monopolies ; ixsleftf growing State debts and State incor- 
porations* ... — — 

" The VBTo of our iUustrious President, so triumphantly sustained by the'people, has bruised the head of 
the ymmg serperU. Be it our duty, and that of the peop^^, to see that it never recovers prom the 

M.0W r' [Accordingly,in less than twelve months^ihis soothsayer remqved the depoeites, and administered 

the surfeit to the other banks.] 

"The manufacturing monopolies are, if possible, a gBeatbr curse ! It is an error to say their evils fall 
exclusively upon the South. They do more injury to the pwople of the States where they are located than* ' 

TO AMY OTHERS," &C., &C. ./ *^ *- r 

It w«uld now be superfluous to say that facts upon facui are strongly developing the probability that we 

»iave had a Mablzbl to superintend \he political chess-board of twoTresidents, who, as successive autom- 

ATOMS exposed to public view, have made the moves indicatedfrom behind the curtain ! Thus has he, 
by fevor of his ensconced position, been the great manufacturer of public opinion, by the monopoly <)f which 

he has made much, and may yet for a season make more ; but will the American people long submit to such 

a humiliation 1 , ' *^ ^ 
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tkomstmds of the human race,' their jeUovo-cititmSt in effecting 'radical refomuf — 'in- 
t^gence and patriotism' being put in as raasks'to ^^M-denialf*] it [meaning 'theresuU 
thus far*] justifies the confident hope that they '[Me democracy of numbers] will cany 
through the rifobm which has been so well useuir ; [meianing the destruction of all 
said corporate institutions whatsoevery 'so well begiin^ by the destruction of the United 
States Bank, 'the head of oui^ young nobility system,'' tffetted by the joint operation of 
the veto of the bill for its recharter, and the removal of the deposites, producing also the 
late apoplectic, and present collapsed condition of the Slate banks, by the surfeit of the 
deposites transferred to them for thai purpose;] and that 7^^ will go still further than 
they have tet ooite [with these 'revoluttonary movements"] in illustrating tiie important 
truth, that a people as firee and enlightened as ours [meanirig the 'greatest numbers/**] 
WILL, WHENETER IT BECOMES icECEssABT, show thcmseWes to be iiTDSED capaUe of 
ssLT-0oT£RirMENT [tw cxecuting thc RULE of the MOB, in defiance of law, the obligation 
of contracts, and the vested rights of property, upon the Jack Cade principle of 'Uving 
in common*] by voluntarily [meaning wilfully] adopting appropriate bbmbbibs for 
every abuse [according to their interpretation, under the impulses of arbitrary passion] 
and submit to temporary sacrifices, however great, [even unto bloodshed and civil war, 
progressing ' through that series of revolutionary movements which are too often found 
necessary in most other countries t] to insure their PERMANEirT welfare !" [In which 
result, of course, as the facts have "thusfa/^* proved, they would find themselves egre- 
giously mistakenf by thefruiiibn of Such lawless measures of warfare upon all the insti- 
tutions of civilization, ] 

Was the F^resident more explicit than this, when he clumed, indirectly and parenthet- 
ically, to be a constituent part of the legislative power? That be did so, by such indirec- 
tion, all must agree, was to let it pass unobserved, and be sanctioned by silence, without 
raising a question upon it ; and just so with^ this treasonable invocation of the spirit of 

BLOODT REVOLUTION ! 

Oh I Va-n, thou caitiff/ Oh! Catilike, thou worse than caitiff/ Ah! Amos, dost 
thou ".MOULD and touch" THE^f too? 

- R. M. 
Wa8hingt«k City, D. C, January U, 1840. 



'^ It is hardly necessary to say, that these allusions to the "greatest number," the "democrat of numben/' 
dcc.f are not by any means meant as a disrespect to the sovereign people in such aggregate cmcityt but 
merely to expose to THmv. just reproof the reiterated and hi^pocrttical appeals made to them by thisjla- 
eitious dynasty y in order to cajole and flatter them into a support, by their benign countenance, of the un- 
hallowed efforts making to subvert tjie institutions of our country, which have ho&a established by those 
sages and patriotic statesmen who flourished in the better days of the Republic, and whom it has heretofore 
been tl)^ alight of the American^people, not by distinctions of the "greatest number,'' the " democracy of 
numbrafi," or anv othw such eaten denominations, but by whole communities, to honor, revere, and hold in 
ffrateful remembrance, without invidious party distinctions, for the mere gloriflcation of a factiMis party 
leader, who, without popularity, is revelling in the popularity of his predecessor, undeservedly transferred to 
his use, and sedulously devising '' pop'lar traps" to rcMm tYs u«e aoaimst the whl op the sovEfcEWK 

PEOPLE he would NOW BEOVILB BY CUNNING. 
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